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Children and armed conflict

On 25 June 2026, Defence for Children International
(DCI) hosted a side event during the 62" session
of the United Nations Human Rights Council enti-
tled “Children’s Rights in Palestine Under Attack: Evi-
dence and Accountability in Child-Centred Dialogue
with the UN Commission of Inquiry.”

The discussion focused on the findings of the
UN Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel
(Commission), presented in its latest report “The es-
sence of childhood has been destroyed”: Israel’'s de-
liberate targeting of Palestinian children in the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory since 7 October 2023.

The panel featured the three commission members,
Chair  Mr. Srinivasan Muralidhar, Ms. Florence
Mumba, and Mr. Chris Sidoti, along with Dr. Tlaleng
Mofokeng, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to
health. The discussion was moderated by the Execu-
tive Director of Defence for Children International, Mr.
Alex Kamarotos.

Throughout the discussion, the Commissioners re-
flected on the process of documenting violations
against Palestinian children and explained how chil-
dren’s testimonies, medical evidence, satellite im-
agery, and witness accounts informed the Commis-
sion’s findings. Their presentations highlighted
the central place of children’s experiences in under-
standing the broader humanitarian and legal conse-
quences of the conflict.

Presenting the report’s findings, the Commissioners
noted that between 7 October 2023 and 7 October
2025, at least 20,179 Palestinian children were killed
and 44,143 were injured as a direct result of hostilities

in Gaza. Many more children lost their lives as indirect
consequences of Israeli  policies, including  forced
starvation, displacement, and the denial of medical
aid.

Speakers stressed that these figures represent more
than statistics. They reflect the widespread destruction
of childhood, family life, education, healthcare and
protection systems that children depend upon, with
consequences that will continue to affect future gener-
ations.

Mr. Sidoti commented, “There should be steps to cut
off all support of any kind to the Israeli military and the
Israeli arms industry. There should be, in accordance
with the decision of the International Court of Justice,
no action in any way that confirms the existence of
settlements in Palestine, and that means cutting off all
forms of financial relationship with the settlements that
may in any way assist their economic sustainability.
States must be held accountable for their action and
inaction”.

The side event underscored the urgent and non-nego-
tiable need for sustained international action to protect
Palestinian children and ensure accountability for
grave violations of international humanitarian law, in-
ternational human rights law, and international criminal
law.

Participants called upon all stakeholders, Member
States, UN bodies, and civil society, to act without de-
lay on the detailed, targeted recommendations set out
at the close of this landmark report of the Commission

of Inquiry.

Read the full recap here
Watch the event here


https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://defenceforchildren.org/childrens-rights-in-palestine-evidence-accountability-and-action-at-hrc-62/
https://www.youtube.com/live/ZUtf9hkljEc
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ltem 2 Interactive Dialogue with the Independent International Commis-
sion of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory

Defence for Children International delivered a state-
ment during the Interactive Dialogue with the Inde-
pendent International Commission of Inquiry on the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.

DCI drew urgent attention to the widespread and in-
creasing use of administrative detention against Pales-
tinian children by the Israeli authorities. In 2026, at
least 350 Palestinian children were held in Israeli pris-
ons, with more than half detained without charge or
trial under administrative detention orders based on
secret evidence.

DCI highlighted that Palestinian children are routinely
arrested in violation of international standards and
subjected to indefinite detention, with administrative
detention orders frequently renewed at the last minute.
The organisation also raised concerns over the severe
isolation of child detainees, as Israeli authorities have
blocked access to the International Committee of the
Red Cross, lawyers, human rights organisations, and
family members.

DCI further warned that children in detention face de-
liberate starvation, severe overcrowding, gross medi-
cal neglect, and outbreaks of infectious diseases, re-
sulting in significant physical and psychological harm.
These practices were identified as serious violations of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Con-
vention against Torture, enabled by a persistent lack of
accountability.

DCI urged Member States to:

o Demand the immediate release of all Palestinian
children in Israeli detention centres, military ba-
ses, and prisons;

o Demand unrestricted access for lawyers and hu-
man rights organisations to meet with child pris-

oners and call for the reversal of the Israeli-insti-
tuted suspension of family visits; and

e Use all available means to demand that Israeli au-
thorities uphold Palestinian children's rights as
outlined in the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which the State of Israel has ratified.

Read the full statement here
Watch the statement here

On 23 June, the UN Commission of Inquiry on the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,
and Israel presented its latest report, "The essence of
childhood has been destroyed": Israel's deliberate tar-
geting of Palestinian children in the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territory since 7 October 2023.

The report concludes that Israeli authorities deliber-
ately targeted Palestinian children and documents that,
between 7 October 2023 and 7 October 2025, at least
20,179 Palestinian children were killed, and 44,143
were injured as a direct result of hostilities in Gaza.

The Commission, which concluded last year that Israel
had committed genocide against the Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip, found that the intense scale and sys-
tematic nature of the Israeli military operations have
continued — resulting in unprecedented death, injury
and trauma of Palestinian children.

The Commission reiterated that the deliberate target-
ing of children is one of the key elements establishing
genocidal intent of the Israeli authorities and security
forces against Palestinians in Gaza.

Read the full report here


https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://defenceforchildren.org/arbitrary-detention-of-palestinian-children-hrc-62-statement-2/
https://youtu.be/1R8xsfF-Lyk?si=3sSF1W09WQlVRSik
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a-hrc-62-crp-2.pdf
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ltem 4 Enhanced Interactive Dialogue on oral update of Commission of

Inquiry on North Kivu and South Kivu

The Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Hu-
man_Rights Situation in the South and North Kivu
Provinces of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo was established by the Council on 7 February
2025 during a special session on the situation of hu-
man rights in the east of the country. During its first
official update to the Human Rights Council, the Com-
mission reported that the deteriorating security envi-
ronment, marked by widespread civilian displacement,
weakened public institutions, and a highly complex re-

gional conflict, is leaving civilians in affected areas vul-
nerable and unprotected.

“The information brought to our attention points to a
situation of exceptional gravity,” said Armauld Ako-
djenou, chair of the Commission. “We have received
deeply troubling accounts concerning children, con-
flict-related sexual violence, including sexual slavery,
forced recruitment, unlawful killings, arbitrary arrests,
and attacks against schools and health facilities.”

Children deprived of their liberty

ltem 3 Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the human

rights of migrants

Defence for Children International (DCI) spoke on be-
half of the NGO Panel on Children Deprived of Liberty
during the Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rap-
porteur on the human rights of migrants

In the statement, DCI expressed deep concern over the
growing trend of the externalisation of migration gov-
ernance, warning that such policies expose children to
serious human rights violations, including deprivation
of liberty, family separation, and barriers to seeking
asylum. DCI stressed that the detention of children
based on their own or their parents' migration status
is never in their best interests and is incompatible with
children's rights.

Drawing on the findings of the UN Global Study on

Children Deprived of Liberty,

DClI calls on all Member States to:

Ensure that all migration and asylum policies af-
fecting children are subject to independent mon-
itoring, effective oversight, and child rights impact
assessments, with meaningful access to remedies
for children whose rights have been violated.

e Prioritise rights-based, fair, and sustainable asy-
lum and migration systems that fully respect in-
ternational human rights law, including children's
rights and related procedural safeguards.

e Ensure that the best interests of the child are a
primary consideration in all migration related de-
cisions and that children have access to child-
sensitive asylum procedures, legal assistance,
and appropriate guardianship and representation.

¢ and; to implement the recommendations of the

UN Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty

Read the full statement here
Watch the statement here


https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/coi-drc/index
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/coi-drc/index
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/coi-drc/index
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/coi-drc/index
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/special-sessions/session37/37-special-session
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2026/06/oral-update-human-rights-council-enhanced-interactive-dialogue-ied
https://childrendeprivedofliberty.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Full-Global-Study_Revised-Version.pdf?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnYdS2Vrj36169ebwc7F3TLDBhgmMseyFY_1Z5hUYfsxMiCaiiOUBSfSuRqtw_aem_xEx_HKC5VJkkpScBQ-sHlQ
https://childrendeprivedofliberty.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Full-Global-Study_Revised-Version.pdf?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnYdS2Vrj36169ebwc7F3TLDBhgmMseyFY_1Z5hUYfsxMiCaiiOUBSfSuRqtw_aem_xEx_HKC5VJkkpScBQ-sHlQ
https://childrendeprivedofliberty.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Executive-Summary-GSCDL.pdf
https://defenceforchildren.org/ngo-panel-warns-of-the-impact-of-migration-externalisation-on-children-hrc-62-statement/
https://youtu.be/OgfHXMIDldU?si=6jObpPPpFNebGm_W
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Children on the move

ltem 3 Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in
persons, especially women and children

Defence for Children International (DCI) delivered a
statement during the Interactive Dialogue with the
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, espe-
cially women and children.

In the statement, DCI highlighted DCI-Sierra Leone’s
longstanding contribution to legal reform, including
support for the adoption of the Anti-Human Trafficking
in Persons and Migrant Smuggling Act 2024, as well
as its role on the Advisory Board of the Trafficking in
Persons Secretariat.

DCI noted that, through its work, DCI-Sierra Leone
contributes to national policymaking, strengthens the
capacity of border officials and community structures
to prevent child trafficking, and supports child victims
in accessing justice, rehabilitation, and reintegration
services. These efforts aim to reinforce a child-centred
response to trafficking at both the national and com-
munity levels.

Despite these advances, DCI expressed concern over
the continued prevalence of child trafficking in Sierra
Leone. In 2025, children represented more than 80 per
cent of identified trafficking victims, while authorities
are also investigating the alleged trafficking of 150 girls
and young women to Qatar through fraudulent em-
ployment schemes. DCI stressed that, despite in-

creased victim identification, only three trafficking con-
victions have been secured over the past two years,
underscoring the urgent need to strengthen investiga-
tions, prosecutions, and accountability.

DCI urges all Member States to:

e Expedite the adoption and implementation of in-
vestigation and prosecution tools, including
Standard Operating Procedures and Law Enforce-
ment Guidelines.

e Strengthen awareness-raising efforts, particularly
among children and youth, on trafficking risks
linked to fraudulent employment schemes.

e Enhance cross-border cooperation and digitalise
border management systems to prevent and de-
tect trafficking.

e Strengthen regional investigations to dismantle
transnational trafficking networks.

e Expand community-based prevention  pro-
grammes in partnership with civil society, com-
munity leaders, and other local actors.

Read the full statement here
Watch the statement here


https://defenceforchildren.org/dci-calls-for-stronger-action-to-combat-child-trafficking-hrc-62-statement/
https://youtu.be/3wxviDOzdU0?si=6OXJuiGQ08GvBv7O
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ltem 6 Adoption of the report on the Universal Periodic Review of Mau-

ritania

Defence for Children International (DCI) delivered a
statement during the Adoption of the report on the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Mauritania

In the statement, DCI commended the State's engage-
ment with the review process, noting the acceptance
of 229 recommendations. DCI acknowledged progress
made in advancing the rights of women and children,
including the adoption of the reproductive health law,
efforts to combat slavery, and the establishment of the
National Observatory for the Rights of Women and
Girls.

At the same time, DCI stressed that significant chal-
lenges remain in ensuring the effective protection of
women's and children's rights. The organisation ex-
pressed concern over the continued prevalence of
gender-based violence, female genital mutilation, child
and forced marriage, and barriers to accessing justice.
DCI highlighted that, in 2024, civil society documented
428 cases of sexual violence, including 310 involving
children, demonstrating the urgent need to strengthen
prevention, protection, and survivor support mecha-
nisms.

DCl also expressed concern over the absence of com-
prehensive legislation addressing gender-based vio-

lence, including online violence, and the lack of legal
reforms explicitly prohibiting child marriage. The or-
ganisation emphasised that the persistence of female
genital mutilation, despite its legal prohibition, illus-
trates the need for stronger enforcement of existing
laws and greater efforts to end impunity.

DCI calls on Mauritania to:

o Fully implement the recommendations accepted
during the Universal Periodic Review.

e Adopt comprehensive legislation to prevent and
respond to all forms of gender-based violence,
including online violence.

e Harmonise its legal framework with the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation against Women (CEDAW) and the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

e Strengthen protection, assistance, and support
services for survivors of violence.

e Ensure equitable access to quality education, par-
ticularly for girls and children living in rural areas.

Read the full statement here
Watch the statement here

Resolutions and decisions'

In a resolution (A/HRC/62/L.21/Rev.1) on Promoting, pro-
tecting and respecting women’s and girls’ full enjoyment of
human rights in humanitarian situations, adopted without a

vote, the Council requests the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights to submit to the Human Rights
Council, at its seventy-first session, an analytical report on

" https:/www.ohchr.org/en/meeting-summaries/2026/07/human-rights-council-concludes-sixty-second-regular-session-after?sub-site=HRC



https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://defenceforchildren.org/dci-calls-for-stronger-protection-of-women-and-children-in-mauritania-hrc-62-statement/
https://youtu.be/IDgtxiZbp8s?si=T1nbmKXqNSq2e_oL
https://www.ohchr.org/en/meeting-summaries/2026/07/human-rights-council-concludes-sixty-second-regular-session-after?sub-site=HRC
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the impact of the funding gaps and of the humanitarian de-
velopment divide on the enjoyment of human rights by all
women and girls in humanitarian situations and recommen-
dations for bridging the gap and fulfilling the rights of
women and girls in a manner consistent with international
human rights law, with input from all relevant stakeholders,
including States Members of the United Nations, United Na-
tions bodies, agencies, funds and programmes, the treaty
bodies, the special procedures of the Council, national hu-
man rights institutions, civil society organisations, and
women and girls in humanitarian situations.

In a resolution (A/HRC/62/L.24/Rev.1) on Child, early and
forced marriage, adopted without a vote (as orally revised),
the Council encourages States to implement comprehen-
sive, human rights-based, gender-responsive and multisec-
toral measures to prevent and eliminate child, early and
forced marriage by taking into account the guidelines of the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and its
operational recommendations; and requests the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, in collaboration with
relevant entities of the United Nations system, within their
respective mandates, to support governments, civil society
and other relevant stakeholders in the implementation of the
guidelines, to prevent and redress child, early and forced
marriage, through technical cooperation workshops by the
sixty-eighth session of the Council.

The sixty-third regular session of the Council is scheduled
to be held from 7 September to 9 October 2026.
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