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Item 3 — Interactive Dialogue with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
Violence against children

Defence for Children International (DCI) welcomes the opportunity to speak on behalf of the
NGO Panel on Children Deprived of Liberty.

We thank the Special Representative for her report and for her continued leadership in the
follow up of the UN Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty.

Rising crisis-driven governance, whether related to pandemics, conflict, or national security, has
normalised emergency measures that erode vital safeguards. In contexts of conflict or
repression, children are increasingly detained for perceived national security threats, including
for association with armed groups or exercising their civil and political rights.

Equally alarming is the expansion of administrative and so-called “protective” detention. Across
sectors, the misuse of protective care language particularly in migration, disability and
institutional care settings masks true deprivation of liberty. Shelters, reception centres, or
residential institutions are often framed as protective spaces, yet impose severe restrictions on
liberty, family contact, education, and access to justice as well as effective remedies.

These trends disproportionately affect children living with disabilities, children from minority
backgrounds, and LGBTI+ children, and children living in poverty, street-connected children,
and children suffering from mental health or living with intellectual disabilities. Yet, they remain
sidelined from reforms, invisible in data, and absent from policymaking.

We urge all Member States to:

e End the detention of children for minor or status offences within the administration of
justice and establish emergency release mechanisms in overcrowded or unsafe
facilities.

e Prohibit migration-related detention of children, in line with international legal standards,
and urgently scale up non-custodial, community-based reception models, particularly in
humanitarian and cross-border contexts.

e Impose moratoriums on new admissions to large-scale institutions, advancing their
transition to family- and community-based care.

¢ In armed conflict and security contexts, deploy mobile child protection units and
community reintegration for children formerly associated with armed groups.

By implementing these priorities from the Roadmap for Action on Children Deprived of
Liberty 2025-2030, we can collectively safeguard children’s rights and uphold our shared
commitments under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the UN Global Study
on Children Deprived of Liberty’.

" United Nations Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, 2019.
https://childrendeprivedofliberty.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Full-Global-Study-Nov-2019.pdf
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