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Children’s Rights in Palestine?
3'd Webinar: 17 May 2024, 2 to 4 PM (CEST)
SUMMARY

Watch here

Action points:

Immediate Ceasefire: Call for an immediate ceasefire to halt the violence and protect civilians.

2. Humanitarian Access: Ensure safe and unrestricted humanitarian access to and within Gaza to
reach affected populations, including opening all access crossings.

3. Safe Movement: Guarantee the safe movement of humanitarian workers and supplies to support aid
delivery.

4. Protect Civilian Infrastructure: Respect and protect civilian infrastructure, such as shelters, schools,

health facilities, and utilities, to prevent loss of life, disease outbreaks, and ensure care for the sick and

wounded.
5. Respect International Law: Urge all parties to the conflict to respect international humanitarian law to

safeguard civilian lives and property.

6. Medical Access: Allow urgent medical cases to safely access critical health services or be evacuated,

ensuring that children evacuated for medical reasons are accompanied by family members.

7. Family-Based Care: Promote family-based care options for children deprived of parental care,
avoiding excessive institutionalisation.

8. Support for HRDs: Provide protection and support for Palestinian human rights defenders and NGOs
documenting the situation, recognising their essential role despite crackdowns.

9. Accountability and Justice: Press for accountability by urging the ICC to issue arrest warrants and
for countries with universal jurisdiction to ensure justice is served for violations committed during the

conflict.

Moderator: Leo Ratledge, Co-director CRIN
Panellists:
Patrizia Benvenuti, UNICEF

Nowhere in Gaza is safe, there are constant bombardments from the air and the sea and the incursion
into Rafah underway. Over 1.7 million people have been displaced. The Gaza crossing remains closed
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for goods and closed for Palestinians who may have the financial means to self-evacuate to Egypt.
There are frequent communication shutdowns: heavy psychological toll on civilians who have lost touch
with their loved ones. Very little fuel is coming into Gaza impacting the healthcare and aid/water
distribution. Cash liquidity is also a problem, cash is scarce. Movement is made very difficult with many
checkpoints. The humanitarian space in Gaza is extremely limited. The humanitarian sector is not able
to fulfil its mandate. The majority of Palestinians in Gaza are leaving in overcrowded temporary shelters
or in informal camps, or in destroyed buildings, with no access to basic services. Most people have lost
their source of income.

In terms of child protection risks, many have suffered very severe injuries such as loss of limbs and
burns. Family separation is another critical child protection risk caused by the death, hospitalisation, or
detention of caregivers.

Organisations have observed an increase in domestic violence and child maltreatment and neglect,
children have no education opportunities and for play. Increase in child labour and possibility of child
marriage as they are negative coping mechanisms.

Children are experiencing grief, loss, and terror. Children have adopted destructive behaviour and are
suffering from high levels of anxiety and depression.

On unaccompanied and separated children, UNICEF estimates there are 17 000 unaccompanied and
separated children in the Gaza strip. We do not know where children in institutions before the conflict
are now, the number of orphaned children is unknown and their whereabouts is also unknown. There
are large numbers of children in informal kinship care who are not assessed or monitored. Authorities
have very limited presence and capacity. Birth certificates and identity documents are not being issued.

Medical evacuations are conducted in a way that systematically caused family separation and a lack of
system to facilitate family reunification once the child has been discharged from the hospital. Thousands
of Palestinian children from Gaza have been medically evacuated to third countries. It is important that
children who have left Gaza for medical reasons are given the right to safe return.

UNICEEF is calling for:
= Animmediate ceasefire.

= Safe and unrestricted humanitarian access to and within the Gaza Strip to reach affected
populations, including in the North: all access crossings must be opened.

= Safe movement of humanitarian workers and supplies.
= Reliable telecommunication networks.

= Respect and protection for civilian infrastructure such as shelters and schools, and
health, electric, water, sanitation, and telecommunications facilities, to prevent loss of
civilian and children’s lives, outbreaks of diseases, and to provide care to the sick and wounded.

= All parties to the conflict must respect international humanitarian law.

= Urgent medical cases in the Gaza Strip to be able to safely access critical health services
or be allowed to leave, and for injured or sick children evacuated to be accompanied by family
members.

= Family-based care options for children deprived of parental care.
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= UNICEF continues to press world leaders on every occasion for an end to the violence and
humanitarian access to the whole of the Gaza Strip.

Mary Lawlor, United Nations Special Rapporteur on human rights defenders (video) It is difficult
to understand how this slaughter continues, what is happening is a war on children, women, and HR
defenders and not only of Hamas.

My mandate is to focus on HR defenders so | will concentrate my remarks on the situation of HR
defenders promoting and protecting children’s rights in Palestine. Long before October 7th last year, it
was clear that those doing this work in Palestine were seen as a hostile group of people by the Israeli.

During a conference | hosted in Vienna, there was a Palestinian child rights defender among the
participants and she spoke about the risks she was facing in her work, with digital attacks and
surveillance for example. | was shocked by the child resilience and determination in continuing to expose
the violations faced in the occupation despite having already lived through trauma that no child should
be subjected to.

We are all aware of the listing of DCI-Palestine as a terrorist organisation by Israel in 2021 and raids in
their offices. Brutal reality of the Israeli justice system. A Palestinian HR defender | spoke with early last
year told me that people (Palestinian) detained were subjected to beating, threatening, minors were
arrested as well and interrogated without their parents nor interpreters, lawyer were banned from
entering to police stations.

During a press conference hosted by Palestinian children in front of Al Shifah hospital, children pleaded
for an end to the bombing, the food shortages, contaminated water, medical supplies. They said « we
want to live as other children do ».

It is difficult to keep faith in international institutions and mechanisms, so many words and so many
deaths. | need that Palestinian HR defenders, NGOs and others to continue to submit information to my
mandate. | will do my best to ensure that your voices are amplified.

Dr. Ghassan Abu-Sittah, MD, one of the biggest issues faced by medical teams in Gaza is that
malnutrition particularly within children has become so severe that surgical and non-surgical wounds
are breaking down, meaning that the wounds are disintegrating, several children have died from the
result of the fact that abdominal wounds have broken down and there isn’t the possibility to intravenously
feed them.

Over the past few months, orthopaedic surgeons report that half of amputations are of limbs that would
have been previously reconstructible and salvageable but due to the breakdown in the healthcare
system these patients must have an amputation.

Medical literature says that children with conflict related amputation will require 9 to 12 surgeries before
they reach adulthood, and they will need a change of prosthesis every 6 months. Medical literature is
not equipped cover issues such as treating a malnourished amputated child, the number of surgeries
they will need, how to treat a child who will be moved back to an overcrowded and infected school that
has been turned into a shelter, and how a wounded child without parents will fare.

We are looking at approximately 5000 children with an amputated limb, we know that prior to the war
there were 180 children in Gaza with conflict related amputation and among the adults with conflict
related amputation, a third were injured when they were children. We know that the centre that provided
prosthetics for children in Gaza, the Hamad Rehabilitation centre was overrun by the Israeli army and
has been gutted.
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There are around 10 000 children who need surgery. As children grow the uninjured parts grow at a
much faster rate due to scarring, so these children need to return to surgery for further reconstructive
surgery. Half of the patients are children and it felt like a war on children from the beginning. The
phenomenon noted in Al Shifa hospital of ‘wounded child, no surviving family’ was by the time of the
collapse of Al Shifa there were 120 of them.

The war wounded child is now not just war wounded but too malnourished to heal, unable to access
timely surgery, is already developing secondary complications due to neglect and suffering from
infections which are either antimicrobial resistant bacteria or infectious diseases from the poor sanitation
and sewage systems. The wounded children are in dire danger of losing their lives as a result of injuries
that did not kill them or a potentially reconstructible injury become a permanent injury or a limited
disability becoming a life limiting disability.

Budour Hassan, Amnesty International, failure of legal literature and legal language, and of the legal
system that was established after the second war with the aim of providing protection to civilians and
more accountability. Gaza is not the first time that the system has failed but has accentuated the failure
in ways in other conflicts have not because of the lack of willingness. It is become clear that it is not just
the bombardment that is causing irreversible damage to Gaza’s children but everything else: repeated
waves of displacement, having to repeatedly flee without finding safety, children who were vulnerable
before the war; children with disabilities who have lost their wheelchair, assistive devices etc. these
displacements are leading to the tearing apart of a solid social fabric, this will do untold damage on the
mental health of children.

There is a tendency to ignore and dehumanise Palestinian men, so many men and fathers told us of
trying to keep their children safe by abiding by displacement orders even if nowhere is safe. Men
expressing guilt for surviving when they lost their children without being able to protect them.

While this is happening in Gaza, in the West Bank Israel is also waging a war against Palestinians, it is
a war of displacement without being able to keep our children safe from snipers, settler violence, home
demolitions, or during an Israeli military force raid on Palestinian villages.

Policies implemented by Israel continue to effect Palestinian children on top of the war affecting the only
safe corner that the children can count on which is their family and the community.

We need to be sure that the language to frame what the children are going through and to insist on
accountability, the problem is not the lack of accountability tools but the lack of willingness. Those
responsibility for these violations must be held accountable, the ICC must issue arrest warrants, the
pressure has to be put on the ICC and on countries with universal jurisdiction to make sure justice is
served.

Questions and answers:

On accountability, the ICC and ICJ are investigating war crimes, with the potential to hold complicit
states accountable. Campaigning for a comprehensive arms embargo is crucial to address arms transfer
cases. It's also essential to humanise what is happening, to show the human face of the conflict.

Rebuilding schools will take time, so establishing temporary learning centres is necessary to give
children the opportunity to continue their education. Education is a fundamental right for children, but
currently, their focus is on survival. The education system has been severely damaged.

Despite the war, people in Gaza are still trying to work and conduct fieldwork. The post-war needs will
be massive, requiring collaboration among organisations to assess and document the situation.
Protecting Palestinian human rights defenders (HRDs) and NGOs is essential, as they continue their
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crucial documentation work despite crackdowns. This war has shown how necessary Palestinian HRDs
have been.

Remarks from the floor:

Khaled Quzmar, President of DCI and General Director of DCI-Palestine: Children constitute 50%
of Gaza's population, and the ongoing situation highlights the international community's failure rather
than the failure of the international legal system. There is no political will to work towards a ceasefire,
and the US is seen as playing a game while the violence continues. Student initiatives have emerged
due to this international failure, as the existing system is not functioning effectively. The conflict is a war
against children and humanity, with third states not only being complicit but actively supporting Israel.

* The recordings will be made available, so the link and the evolution of the debates can be conceived and communicated to
the panellists and the audience. It will be conceived as a series of round tables to be made visible in the DCI website page for
easier reference and communication through social media...
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