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Spotlighting Palestinian Children's Rights
8 May 2024, 2 to 4 PM (CEST)

SUMMARY

Action points:

1. Collaborate and Mobilise: Coordinate efforts among NGOs and civil society to push for concrete
actions within the next four weeks. Mobilise support for comprehensive Concluding Observations from
the Committee on the Rights of the Child in September, urging states to halt weapon deliveries to
Israel.

2. Support Academic Freedom: Condemn the crackdown on freedom of speech for academics, such as
the arrest of Prof. Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian, and support university protests against such actions.

3. International Responsibility Awareness: Raise awareness about the responsibility of third-party
states in preventing and addressing genocide against Palestinian children and advocate for adequate
international response without double standards.

4. Legal Action for Accountability: Pursue legal avenues, like the Netherlands' NGO initiatives, to halt
the transfer of weapons to Israel. Encourage international child rights organisations to campaign for
states to cease weapon deliveries to Israel.

5. Advocate for Palestinian Statehood: Mobilise European civil society and international NGOs to
pressure Western democracies to support Palestinian statehood. Utilise UN mechanisms like the
"Uniting for Peace" resolution to challenge the Security Council's inertia.

6. Knowledge Deepening Webinars: Continue organising webinars with various speakers to deepen
understanding of the Palestinian situation, focusing on the impact of military occupation in the West
Bank and the unfolding genocide in Gaza, as well as the responsibilities of states to protect children's
rights.

Moderator: Pippo Costella, Director of DCI Italy

While the dramatic situation is evolving, we want to devote this time to deepening our understanding
and knowledge of the situation. Throughout this series we've invited many speakers to help us
understand what can be done. We would like to address the impact of the military occupation in the
West Bank and the unfolding genocide in Gaza, the responsibilities of states in the international system
to support and protect children’s rights, and the effort to use these mechanisms for accountability. These
webinars are helping us better understand the situation and what we can do.

This webinar was postponed from the one originally scheduled on 22 April because one of the speakers,
Prof Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian, was arrested and is now pending a trial. Many universities and
professors have protested this crackdown of freedom of speech for academics.
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Panellists:

Dr. Moushira Khattab, member of the African Committee of Experts for the Rights and Wellbeing
of the Child (ACERWC), President of the Egyptian National Council for Human Rights (NCHR)

The plight of Palestinian children is a severe affront to humanity and human dignity, amounting to
genocide as defined by the Genocide Convention. The Arab Network for National Human Rights
Institutions highlighted the responsibility of third-party states in preventing and addressing genocide.
The ongoing violence against Palestinian children and the broader population of the MENA region
represents unprecedented violations, exacerbated by inadequate international response and double
standards.

Despite global calls for freedom and the unanimous ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC), Palestinian children suffer from severe malnutrition, lack of medical care, forced evictions,
and lethal military attacks. The incapacitated UNRWA, stripped of resources, fails to adequately support
these children.

Approximately 35,000 children and civilians have been killed, and millions have been traumatized and
humiliated. The international community's failure to ensure Palestinian self-determination and UN
membership exacerbates these issues. The right to self-determination is guaranteed by various
international covenants, yet Palestine remains the only occupied nation denied full UN membership.

Aid deliveries, like those stranded at the Rafah crossing or limited air drops, are grossly insufficient. The
ICJ's provisional measures ordered on January 26th have been dismissed by Israeli leaders.
Implementing full international legal obligations, including the establishment of a Palestinian state as
per UN Resolution 181, is essential for restoring faith in multilateralism and ensuring human rights.

The Arab Network met with the High Commissioner for Human Rights, noting the intimidation faced by
those advocating for Palestinian rights. The ongoing crisis poses a significant threat to international
peace and security, as the continued violence fosters cycles of revenge and instability.

Prof. Jaap Doek, The Rights Forum, Former Chair of the UNCRC

The international community's response to the crisis in Gaza has been inadequate, and governments
expressing mere concern should be ashamed of their inaction. There is an urgent need for full
recognition and respect for the State of Palestine. The ongoing violence has killed over 15,000 children
in Gaza, and forced displacements are escalating. Despite the dire situation, humanitarian aid efforts
are met with severe challenges due to the Israeli military's actions.

In the Netherlands, NGOs like The Rights Forum, PAX, and Oxfam successfully appealed to halt the
export of F35 warplane materials to Israel, though the Dutch government is attempting to circumvent
this order. They claim that the court had said that the export and transfer of material in that particular
location in the Netherlands was forbidden. There is nothing in the court’s decision that references the
location of the material that was exported and transferred to Israel. In Germany, a criminal complaint
was filed against the government for aiding and abetting genocide in Gaza. It shows that one approach
is a collective action from the NGO community to go to court in a country that delivers weapons,
ammunition, anything that facilitates and amounts to aiding and abetting genocide in Gaza, and file for
an order that prohibits the government to deliver that particular weaponry. These legal actions exemplify
how NGOs can challenge international failures to uphold human rights.

The Israeli government is scheduled to meet with the Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva
in September. The Committee has requested additional information post-October 7 attacks via an
additional List of Issues (Lol) sent to the state of Israeli early 2024. The Lol is composed of three
elements: (1) About children in Israel: information about the impact of the 7 October attack on children
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in Israel, the number of children who were killed or injured, number of children taken hostage to Gaza,
and the measures taken to ensure access to health care. (2) On the rights of children in the West Bank.
(3) On children in Gaza. What is expected is that the Israeli government provides this information -
whether that happens by the 15 June deadline, we will see. They may claim to need more time.

NGOs should prepare to submit their own findings to ensure comprehensive Concluding Observations
(COs) and recommendations are made. The international NGO community must organise and
collaborate to monitor the Committee's session and push for the implementation of its recommendations
by the Israeli government.

Traditionally these meetings can be followed via live stream. There is not a date yet, but it is the
September session. The NGO world should follow that meeting very closely. The COs will be ready by
the end of September and they can be used to call on the Israeli government to follow the Committee’s
recommendations and on our own governments to urge the Israeli government to follow and implement
the recommendations. We should involve/collaborate with other NGOs.

Khaled Quzmar, General Director of DCI-Palestine and President of DCI Movement

Focusing on practical issues is crucial. We must continue discussing the need to stop the genocide and
hold perpetrators accountable. Any international action should address the root causes, ending
occupation and aggression to establish an independent Palestinian state. The inability of the
international community to stop the killing of children raises doubts about their post-war commitments.
We need to revisit the two-state solution, as the failure to achieve a ceasefire in seven months and five
days suggests that a Palestinian independent state may not be on the current agenda.

We must persist. Individuals, groups, and international organisations should contribute to holding the
criminals accountable. University initiatives are reminiscent of the Vietham War protests of the 1960s
and 70s.

The West Bank, though less reported, is also suffering. Recently, the Israeli army raided the Tulkarem
refugee camp, destroying infrastructure and killing a person. Israeli soldiers used children as human
shields, a practice that has become more frequent. Yesterday, an eight-year-old in the el-Sultan refugee
camp near Jericho was severely injured by gunfire. His father was told to pay €15,000 for hospital care.
Over 100 children have been killed in the West Bank since October 7. Children’s rights, including
education and freedom of movement, are systematically violated.

The number of children in Israeli military detention has surged, with many held under administrative
detention without charges, facing torture and ill-treatment. Previously, there were one or two such cases
annually; now, it is about a third of detained children. The physical and psychological toll is severe.

Israeli policy now grants soldiers and settlers impunity, leading to increased violence and land
confiscation. More than 19 Palestinians, including children, have been killed by settlers without
accountability.

In Gaza, the situation in Rafah is dire, with the population swelling from 200,000-300,000 to three or
four times that size. Many civilians have been killed or are trapped under rubble. Some states continue
to arm Israel, shielding it from accountability at the UN. The ICC prosecutor received threats from the
US Congress when addressing the situation.

We must focus on stopping support and funding for the occupation and holding those responsible
accountable. Without accountability, the crimes will persist and set a dangerous precedent globally. The
current situation highlights the complicity, hypocrisy, and double standards of the international
community.
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Panellist discussion / response to presentations
Dr. Moushira Khattab

We must aim to establish a Palestinian state with full UN membership to ensure the protection and
promotion of Palestinian children's human rights. The Security Council's efforts are hindered by the
American veto, but the "Uniting for Peace" resolution allows the General Assembly to act with the same
authority.

European civil society organisations could unite to support this, though we must be ready for potential
intimidation or economic pressure. Palestine remains the only territory under occupation, a grave
violation of international law. The UN must support this initiative.

We need to submit coordinated shadow reports to the CRC detailing severe violations of Palestinian
children's rights. The blockade at the Rafah border, where Israel delays food and medical supplies,
forces residents into refugee status, worsening the crisis. This violence amounts to genocide, and we
must act to prevent it.

Finally, we must shift the narrative of Palestinian officials to be more human rights-focused. Some
historically pro-Israel countries are reconsidering their stance. Effective language in our movement is
crucial at this turning point, honouring the thousands of innocent lives lost by granting Palestinians the
right to a viable state.

Prof. Jaap Doek

In light of the coming meeting in September, we can organise some very concrete support from
governments that have recognised the state of Palestine. There are 140 countries that have ratified the
State of Palestine. But the issue is the Security Council. You don't become a full member of the UN
without the consent of the Security Council. The plan to challenge the Security Council - we can use the
resolution mentioned on uniting for peace. We need to find friendly states to support that resolution in
the UN General Assembly. You get countries like Sweden and other Scandinavian countries that have
recognised Palestine - they may have an interest to continue. Should start to contact Ambassadors in
Geneva and raise this very concrete action to make the state of Palestine a full member of the UN and
go through the Security Council if necessary, because it is likely that the United States continues to veto
any particular action to get the Security Council to approve full membership for the State of Palestine.

Q&A

1. Couldthe Committee on the Rights of the Child consider issuing a statement urging child
rights organisations to go to courts and try to get an order to prohibit governments to
transfer weapons to Israel, following the example of the Netherlands. Coming from the
most authoritative voice that would certainly help, forcing states to stop the transfer of
arms through legal means could be a game changer.

Can we mobilise the international community to campaign for all states to stop the delivery of any kind
of weapons to Israel, as a response to the ongoing genocide of the Palestinians in Gaza? That is what
DCI, Save the Children, Terre des Hommes, CRIN, HRW, international bodies should mobilise
themselves. Be as ready as possible with your recommendations to the Committee in September.

2. What can we do? How can we build on the movements from the universities?
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Need to mobilise European civil society - put maximum pressure on Western democracies. Mobilise the
international NGO community to take strong actions on delivery of weapons to Israel by all states we
can convince to do that. That is something we need to do in the next four weeks. It is urgent.

* The recordings will be made available, so the link and the evolution of the debates can be conceived and communicated to
the panellists and the audience. It will be conceived as a series of round tables to be made visible in the DCI website page for
easier reference and communication through social media...
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