
   
 

 

Spotlighting Palestinian Children's Rights:  

Human Rights Defenders with a Child-Centric Perspective 

2 May 2024, 2 to 4 PM (CEST) 

 SUMMARY 

 

This urgent child-centric event aims to spotlight on the rights of Palestinian children living under 

occupation and in armed conflict. Through a child-rights perspective, the event will focus on the 

multifaceted challenges faced by Palestinian children, including the impact of military occupation in the 

West Bank and the war in Gaza. It will also address the responsibilities of states and the international 

system in supporting and protecting children’s rights, preventing crimes against Palestinian children, 

and ensuring accountability for  

Action points: 

1. Advocate for Immediate Ceasefire: Push for an immediate and permanent ceasefire to prevent further 

civilian casualties and humanitarian crises in Gaza. 

2. Provide Humanitarian Aid: Mobilise international resources to supply food, water, and medical aid to 

Gaza, addressing the acute shortages and preventing further deaths from starvation and disease. 

3. Ensure Accountability: Support and reinforce mechanisms to hold Israel accountable for alleged 

crimes against humanity, including actions by international courts such as the ICJ and ICC. 

4. Protect Children: Focus on protecting children in armed conflicts, ensuring their rights to safety, 

education, and psychological support are prioritised in international responses. 

5. Promote Mental Health Support: Provide comprehensive mental health services to children in Gaza 

suffering from PTSD and other trauma-related conditions. 

6. Facilitate Safe Passage and Aid: Work with neighbouring countries like Egypt to streamline visa 

processes and reduce costs for Palestinians seeking refuge and medical treatment. 

7. Condemn Dehumanising Rhetoric: Actively denounce and combat dehumanising language and 

policies that exacerbate the conflict and contribute to further violence. 

8. Support International Investigations: Back the efforts of the International Commission of Inquiry and 

other UN bodies to investigate and document violations in the Palestinian territories. 

9. Decolonise Language and Mindsets: Encourage a shift in global narratives to recognise the full 

humanity and rights of Palestinians, rejecting biased and dehumanising terminology. 

10. Engage in Diplomatic Efforts: Use diplomatic channels to pressure for policy changes, enhance 

humanitarian protections, and push for a peaceful resolution based on mutual recognition of historical 

injustices and current realities. 
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Panellists: 

Khaled Quzmar, General Director of DCI-Palestine and President of DCI Movement 

After 33 years we failed to be accountable for crimes against humanity. We also continue to see 

something else beyond our imagination - what happened on 7th October and the aftermath, the loss of 

life of civilians and particularly children in Gaza: 150 killed in one day, every 6 minutes a child is killed, 

more than 40,000 children killed in 7 months, close to 70,000 orphans are left without any close family. 

Not only no apology, but also dehumanising statements from the Israeli PM that there are “no children 

in Gaza”, referring to people as “human animals” in Gaza. Not sure what we will see after the war - 

currently there is no child in Gaza without PTSD. At the same time, hundreds of children are held in 

Israeli prisons without any information about them and without proper trial - during 20 years I have never 

seen such numbers in detention.  

What are the limits of this? If we continue this way we will see even more deaths not only from killings, 

but also from lack of food and sanitation. I believe it is our responsibility as the international community 

to put pressure on Israel to reach an immediate ceasefire and support people with food, water and 

medicines to save the lives of civilians. There needs to be accountability for these crimes - we don’t 

want to see these atrocities in any other place.  

Mr. Ahmad Abdallah, Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF) 

This is the deadliest war that we have ever seen, not only for civilians - 250 humanitarian workers from 

different organisations have been killed; more than 60 percent of Gaza homes are demolished; there is 

an acute humanitarian crisis - no food, water or sanitation and all systems in Gaza have collapsed. Even 

if war stops now people will die of diseases and starvation and the effect will last for at least a decade. 

It’s as if human rights and humanitarian law doesn’t apply here - e.g. intentionally starving people and 

impeding food supplies is a war crime under international humanitarian law.  

This crisis has implications on Egypt too - 1,500 wounded Palestinians moved to Egypt to receive 

medical care and 2,000 of their family members. However not everyone can afford it. You have to pay 

thousands of dollars for the visa to Egypt, and it takes 45 days to process. Even if they get to Egypt, 

Palestinians then don’t have money to rent any accommodation, they can’t register children at schools 

or pay for medication. This is only in Egypt, but there is a similar situation elsewhere. 

It is a very dangerous situation for the future, because if international law is undermined now, then it is 

the law of the jungle.  

Dr. Rouba Mhaissen, Sawa for Development and Aid 

We are at a very critical point in history. What kind of messaging are we giving today when we are silent 

about the crimes committed by Israel? Accountability is a form of prevention for the next war crimes. 

International law should be a sacred book, but it is not. For example, the International Commission on 

OPT can’t even investigate these crimes because the experts are routinely denied their visa to enter 

Palestine. Under the Genocide Convention there is a specific chapter related to children - and it has 

been used in Myanmar case. But it is not applied in Palestine. So we are experiencing hypocrisy and 

double standards. The scariest thing is that nobody is even trying to hide it anymore. The civil liberties 

and freedoms have lost their meaning to those affected.  

We need to decolonise our minds and perceptions - the word “terrorist” is normally applied to people of 

Islamic background, but isn’t it terrorism currently happening in Palestine? Decolonising the language 

too - it is dehumanising to simply say that a child dies every 6 mins - they have names and the right to 

be protected against violence, against neglect, exploitation, displacement, detention, they have a right 

to education, nutrition, we are not even talking about the right to leisure and cultural activities.  
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I urge you, never underestimate your capacity - those who ended the wars, it can be you. People in 

Geneva, diplomats - you have the power, you can choose to use it. I know your hands are tied, but you 

are capable, and one of you may be that person. It is your duty to talk about it at work, it’s part of our 

collective responsibility to liberate the minds, it’s our duty to boycott those brands that support genocide. 

Don’t say there is nothing we can do. 

Dr. Raz Segal, Director, Associate professor of Holocaust and Genocide studies and Endowed 

Professor in the Study of Modern Genocide at Stockton University (by videoconference) 

Israel’s genocidal assault on Gaza - an ongoing Nakba:  Israel’s attack on Gaza is not a conflict, even 

though it followed the Hamas attack on the 7th of October. Zionism fathers did not hide its character as 

a settler colonialist ideology when occupying Palestinian lands in 1948. Denial of Nakba is denial of 

Israel's settler colonial state. It is worth noting that while Nakba is officially criminalised in Israel, however 

after 7th of October Israeli leaders have started calling for the second Nakba “that will overshadow the 

Nakba of 1948”. And indeed, the figures of life loss, displacement and wounded we have seen today 

show already exceeded the destruction of Palestinian life and culture during 1948. Perpetrators don’t 

usually move from denial to recognition, and this tells us something about the very specific case of 

Israel's genocidal attack in Gaza. 

A few days after the attack of 7th of October, there was a leaked document from the Israeli government 

about forcible removal of all Palestinians from Gaza to the Sinai desert. This is not the language of 

conflict but of mass violence - which on 26th of January 2024 the International Court of Justice called a 

plausible genocide in its provisional ruling in the case of South Africa against Israel. 

The dehumanising language from Israel’s side is unprecedented in the modern case of genocidal 

violence and is very well documented. Palestinians are “killable”, Gaza as the “city of evil”, “war of people 

of light against the people of darkness” are just a few examples. 

There is little doubt about dehumanisation of Palestinians even before 7th of October (an example of 

Israeli army shirts depicting pregnant Palestinian women and children as targets). There are systematic 

Israeli attacks against colonised Palestinian children portraying them as dangerous, racialised or 

“others” who do not deserve a future as legitimate subjects or do not even deserve to be born. 

Soldiers on the ground were incentivised by these dehumanising messages from the government and 

documented on social media describing openly what they did in Gaza and why.  

“Powerless people, forcibly displaced and attacked through decades through settler colonialism, military 

occupation and siege become the worst perpetrators in modern imagination. This image then casts the 

settler colonial state, armed with nuclear weapons and backed by all its Western allies as a complete 

victim - an absurd image.” 

It is urgent to recognise the horrible truth perpetrated long ago by Zionist originators and very recently 

by the Israeli government - Zionism is premised on the destruction of Palestinians. And it is an ongoing 

Nakba.  

Opposing Zionism is not antisemitic. Zionism is a political ideology tied to an extremely violent state, it 

has nothing to do with the Jews. It is important to urgently recognise this in order to move on and envision 

the other future beyond what is happening now. 

H.E. Ambassador Marc Pecsteen De Buytswerve, Permanent Mission of Belgium to the United 

Nations in Geneva 

We have to be vocal about protection of children in armed conflict, it is an obligation of all State Parties. 

In the short term there needs to be assistance, like shelter, food, healthcare to Palestinian children, in 
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the mid-term there has to be provision of education - because schools are destroyed, teachers killed or 

displaced - and mental health help. There will be no lasting peace if there is no accountability on both 

sides, this is also crucial for the healing of the survivors of these crimes. 

➔ There is a range of options at the UN currently available for accountability: the International 

Court of Justice (ICJ) case is ongoing, and its ruling is going to be binding so it will leave a quite 

important mark.  

➔ International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation in Palestine, to which Israel is not a state party, 

but Palestine is, which gives the court a jurisdiction to rule on any crimes committed on the 

territory of Palestine or committed by Palestinians elsewhere, and the Prosecutor might 

announce indictments soon.  

➔ The Commission of Inquiry on OPT by HRC is collecting evidence and data that can be used 

by the ICC and international tribunals.  

➔ The UN Security Council has a mechanism on children in armed conflict (CAAC) where the key 

instrument is the annual report of the Secretary General on violence against children in armed 

conflict that can be used to create pressure on the perpetrator States - so far, Israel was never 

listed and the next report is coming up in June. Once the country is on the list that enables the 

working group on CAAC to act in those situations - sending possible official letters to the country 

concerned to negotiate to address violations.  

➔ Israel is a party to the CRC and is scheduled to be reviewed in September, when questions can 

be raised (as an example, CRC addressed Russian military actions in Ukraine in January this 

year). 

 

Mrs. Jana Urh Lesjak, Minister Plenipotentiary, Deputy Permanent Representative of Slovenia to 

the United Nations in Geneva 

Anatomy of a Genocide – Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 

Palestinian territory occupied since 1967 to Human Rights Council – suggests the mechanisms of 

accountability too. We need to keep working on decolonising the minds of people represented in the 

HRC and Security Council. Women need to be represented more in peace negotiations, especially 

during struggles with reconciliation. 

Q&A keypoints 

• Immediate permanent ceasefire and not temporary - otherwise, it is a form of torture. 

• Europe has a collective action problem - too slow to respond to the developing situation in 

Gaza, more soft diplomacy is needed. 

• Any mechanisms must be based on recognition of truth - recognise Holocaust, recognise 

Nakba, recognise Israel's settler colonialism, reject Zionism - this is a basis of any political 

and diplomatic mechanisms going forward. 

* The recordings will be made available, so the link and the evolution of the debates can be conceived and communicated to 

the panellists and the audience. It will be conceived as a series of round tables to be made visible in the DCI website page for 

easier reference and communication through social media... 

 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/commission-of-inquiry-on-the-opt-including-east-jerusalem-and-israel-hold-public-hearings-in-geneva-20-to-24-march/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/anatomy-of-a-genocide-report-of-the-special-rapporteur-on-the-situation-of-human-rights-in-the-palestinian-territory-occupied-since-1967-to-human-rights-council-advance-unedited-version-a-hrc-55/

