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In pursuance with the findings of the study “Level of Response of Arab Legislation
and Policies to International Standards for Child Justice”, which was conducted by
Defence for Children International (DCI) — Regional Office for the Middle East and
North Africa — in cooperation with the League of Arab States in 2023;

In accordance with the introductions of the “Arab Child-Friendly Justice Manual’,
which was prepared by DCI’s Regional Office in partnership with the Social Affairs
Sector — Family and Childhood Administration of the League of Arab States, and was
approved by the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs at its thirty-ninth regular
session in Amman 2019;

In implementation of the recommendations of the regional workshop “Participation of
children and their right to access justice”, which was held by DCI in Beirut on 16-18
August 2023, with the participation of experts on child rights and children from
Jordan, Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco, Lebanon, Palestine, Yemen, and Mauritania;

And with the aim of raising the level of responsiveness of Arab legislation and
policies to children's right to participate and be heard during judicial proceedings, in
accordance with the findings of the field study which was reviewed in the
aforementioned regional workshop for its place and time;

Defence for Children International has developed the Beirut Declaration on
Promoting Arab Child-Friendly Justice, which includes three types of practical
recommendations for Arab states.

RECOMMENDATIONS - TYPE |

These recommendations derive from the findings of a desk review of the status of
children at risk, children in conflict with the law, and child victims and witnesses of
crime, and include:

1. Amend and update Arab constitutional articles related to children to ensure that
the following text is included in these articles: The State shall protect, in
accordance with the law, the rights of its child population, by prohibiting
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discrimination against them, ensuring their survival and development, preserving
their best interests, and promoting their participation in their fundamental issues,

Increase rates of institutional governance, sustainable development, and
economic growth, particularly in Arab countries where the percentage of children
in the population is higher than the Arab average (34.76%), namely: Algeria,
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Mauritania, Comoros, Somalia, Palestine, Sudan, Syria, and
Yemen, to secure optimal development investment and to protect children from
economic and social risks,

. Develop the early childhood care and development sector, especially in Arab
countries where the percentage of children in the population is higher than the
Arab average (34.76%),

. Evaluate the performance of Arab countries in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) 2016-2023,

. Raise the age of criminal responsibility for children to 14 years or more,
according to the law, in Yemen, Lebanon, Sudan, Mauritania, and Oman, as well
as raising the maximum age for trying children in child justice systems in Yemen
to 18 years,

. Strengthen the social protection approach for children at risk, children in conflict
with the law, and child victims and witnesses of crime, mainly in the Arab least
developed and middle-income countries,

. Review and develop Arab legislation, to ensure that it includes explicit legal texts
regarding the protection of children who are exposed to violent discipline, early
marriage, and practices harmful to their health,

. Promote alternatives to institutional social care in accordance with law and

sectoral strategies, to reduce the rates of children placed in care, education, and
rehabilitation centres,

. Provide technical assistance with UNICEF and other UN agencies to the
governments of the Arab countries that have the highest rates of child labour,
early marriage, female genital mutilation (FGM), and violent “discipline”, namely
Comoros, Sudan, and Egypt respectively,

10. Arab judicial institutions, police academies, and social service colleges to adopt a

scientific analysis approach to the status of children in conflict with the law, which
requires identifying their individual characteristics as well as the characteristics of
their families, local communities, and peers, based on field case studies, to
ensure diagnosis and evaluation of their situation, and intervention according to
scientific principles,

11.Arab judicial authorities and law enforcement institutions to expand the use of

non-custodial measures with children in conflict with the law, to ensure the
prevalence of restorative justice measures,
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12.Professionalise Arab social work to ensure positive interventions in situations of
children at risk, children in conflict with the law, and child victims and witnesses
of crime,

13.Support independent oversight of child care, education, and rehabilitation
institutions in Arab countries,

14.Accredit Arab child care, education and rehabilitation centres and monitor the
quality of their services in accordance with the law,

15.Promote subsequent care for children leaving child care, education, and
rehabilitation institutions,

16.Empower children exposed to violence to report such violence in its various
forms,

17.Enhance the compliance of Arab child justice systems with the foundations and
standards of the ideal global models, by seizing external opportunities
represented by international charters, agreements, and treaties on protection of
child rights,

18.Develop knowledge management regarding the status of child victims and
witnesses of crime before and after submitting their cases to courts, and

19. Arab institutions concerned with the affairs of children in conflict with the law to
produce and share studies on these children, in addition to preserving their
knowledge assets related to the children receiving their services.

RECOMMENDATIONS - TYPE Il

J

These recommendations derive from the qualitative results — respondents
perceptions — drawn from the field study on “Level of Response of Arab Legislation
and Policies to International Standards for Child Justice”, and include:

1. Each Arab country to unify its multiple legislation related to children at risk,
children in conflict with the law, and child victims and witnesses of crime into one
piece of legislation — Child Rights Law,

2. Arab countries to develop national plans using a performance management
approach, to reduce the high rates of children at risk, children in conflict with the
law, and child victims and witnesses of crime,

3. Create comprehensive child justice databases in all Arab countries,

4. Build the capacities of Arab child justice institutions in fields such as strategic
planning, knowledge management, performance management, alternative family
care, non-custodial measures, independent oversight, and aftercare,

5. Arab law enforcement institutions to adopt a goal- and result-oriented budgeting
approach, to meet their needs for human, financial, material, and technical
resources, and
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The League of Arab States and its member states to achieve the following smart
goals:!

a. Raise level of responsiveness of Arab legislation and policies to the
participation of child victims and witnesses of crime in judicial proceedings
from 65.46% in 2023 to 100% by 2030,

b. Raise level of responsiveness of Arab legislation and policies to the
participation of children at risk in judicial proceedings from 81.22% in 2023 to
100% by 2030, and

c. Raise level of responsiveness of Arab legislation and policies to the
participation of children in conflict with the law in judicial proceedings from
82.88% in 2023 to 100% by 2030.

RECOMMENDATIONS - TYPE llI

These recommendations derive from the quantitative results drawn from the field
study on “Level of Response of Arab Legislation and Policies to International
Standards for Child Justice”, and are divided into two levels:

Level 1 - At the level of the League of Arab States:

1.

Form a follow-up committee on the recommendations of the Beirut Declaration,
headed by the Arab League, consisting of a representative of the child justice
sector in each country, and a representative of civil society institutions
specialised in this field,

Distribute the Arab Child-Friendly Justice Manual to Arab countries through the
Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs to guide those countries as they review
and develop their child legislation and policies,

The Technical Secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs to
prepare a guide on the standard strategic plan for developing child justice
legislation and policies, and to distribute the guide to Arab countries,

The Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs to approve an annual award for
best Arab practices in reviewing and developing child justice legislation and
policies,

Measure, analyse and launch the Arab Index for Child-Friendly Justice
Legislation and Policies by the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs on a
periodic basis,

Develop a unified guide on best practices to implement the principle of child
participation in judicial procedures for children in conflict with the law, children at
risk, and child victims and witnesses of crime,

11t should be noted that the qualitative results of the study reflected a difference in respondents’ understanding of applying
the principle of child participation in judicial procedures, which artificially increased the indicators, particularly by country
representatives.
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The Arab Social Work Fund to provide grants for projects to review and develop
child justice legislation and policies in Arab least developed and middle-income
countries,

Implement pilot projects to review and develop child justice legislation and
policies in Arab countries, with one project in a least developed country, a
second in a middle-income country, and a third in a more developed country, and
monitor and evaluate these projects to extract lessons and recommendations,

Include the issue of developing child-friendly justice legislation and policies on
the agenda of the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs at each annual
session,

10.Review and update the Arab Strategy for the Professionalisation of Social Work,

and strengthen the commitment of the States Parties to it,

11.Measure the level of Arab countries’ commitment to achieving the SDGs 2016-

2023, and

12.Assess the level of Arab countries’ application of the social protection approach

with its major, medium, and micro dimensions.

Level 2 - At the level of Arab countries:

1.

Arab countries to use the Arab Child-Friendly Justice Manual as guidance when
reviewing and developing their legislation and policies,

Form national child-friendly justice committees in Arab countries, basing its
membership on the standards of professional competence and sectoral
representation of relevant institutions; build the technical capacity of these
committees and their members in the quality and sovereignty of legislation, its
response to comprehensive quality management and international conventions
for child justice, and its compliance to the management model and the standards
for accrediting institutions and controlling the quality of their services; and
monitor and evaluate the outputs and results of these committees through
scientific methods,

Strengthen electronic connections/links between child justice institutions, such as
police stations, public prosecutors, competent courts, and social care centres, in
order to produce annual statistical reports on the number of children at risk,
children in conflict with the law, and child victims and witnesses of crime, which
can be used to diagnose and evaluate the reality and status of these children,
and intervene, when necessary,

Improve the content of databases of child justice institutions, to ensure that they
include the characteristics of recipients and providers of their services, best
practices, legislation, operational and service manuals, and the outcome of their
activity evaluation,

Build the capacity of child justice institutions in the areas of knowledge
management, goal-oriented budgets, results and institutional accreditation
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standards, service quality control, international conventions on children’s rights,
management by values and case management, and monitoring and evaluation
the outputs and results using scientific methods,

. Prepare a draft law to protect the rights of child victims and witnesses of crime,
gain support for the draft, and pass it via legislative channels,

. Measure, analyse and launch the national index of child-friendly justice
legislation and policies by the governments periodically,

. End child labour, early marriage, and violence against children, and meet the
needs of children exposed to social and economic risks by applying a social
protection approach with its major, medium, and micro dimensions,

. Reduce the rates of accused and convicted children, and meet their needs
through compliance with planning models (the 10-Point Plan); human rights
(CRC General Comment no. 24 of 2019); the standard Performance Indicators
for Intervention in the Situation of Children Deprived of their Liberty; and the
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty.

10.Empower child victims and witnesses of crime to access their rights guaranteed

by legislation,

11.Facilitate the work of non-governmental organisations concerned with children at

risk, children in conflict with the law, and child victims and witnesses of crime,
and

12.Uphold cooperation with UNICEF to improve the reality of children at risk,

children in conflict with the law, and child victims and witnesses of crime.
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