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Summary   
The 46th session of the Human Rights Council took place from 22 February to 24 March 2021 and was opened by the UN 

Secretary-General, António Guterres & the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet. 

UN Secretary-General (UNSG), António Guterres - Covid19 has deepened pre-existing divides, 

vulnerabilities, and inequalities. We are seeing a vicious circle of violations. The disease has taken a 

disproportionate toll on women, minorities, people with disabilities, refugees, migrants, and indigenous 

peoples. Progress in gender equality has been set back years, extreme poverty is rising, young people 

are struggling out of school and often with limited access to technology. The virus is further shrinking 

civic space, using it as a pretext to deploy security responses and emergency measures to criminalise 

basic freedoms, supress criticism and curtail activities of NGOs. I urge Members States to place human 

rights at the centre of regulatory frameworks and legislation on the development and use of digital 

technologies. Two areas where the imperative for action is great: first racism, discrimination, and 

xenophobia and second gender inequality. The linkages between these two are unmistakable, leading 

women from racial and ethnic minority groups to be doubly discriminated against. The covid19 

pandemic has further exacerbated and entrenched discrimination against women and girls, violence 

against women and girls (VAWG) in all forms has skyrocketed, from online abuse to domestic violence, 

trafficking, sexual exploitation and child marriage.  

UN High Commissioner, Michelle Bachelet - The pandemic uncovered the deadly realities of 

discrimination, deep inequalities and chronic underfunding for essential services and rights. The global 

rise of extreme poverty, accelerating inequalities, setbacks to women’s rights, to education and 

opportunities for children and young people and to the UNSG agenda are shocks that could shake the 

foundations of society. To face the pandemic, we need to repair the fractures that have undermined the 

resilience of our societies, we need to prepare the recovery, we have the possibility to rebuilding better, 

more inclusive systems. The use of force, sending critics to jail, illegitimate restrictions on freedoms will 

not end this pandemic. Last year’s call to action for human rights launched by the UNSG, has been a 

roadmap highlighting women’s equality, a broad participative civic space and the rights of young people 

and future generation. Member states should take a clear look at their own record in terms of real impact 

on efforts to end discrimination, redress inequalities and ensure all people have the freedom to 

participate fully in decisions. 

DCI-International Secretariat (DCI-IS) delivered a statement during the Interactive Dialogue with the 

Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG VAC) on Violence Against Children on behalf 

of the NGO Panel on children deprived of liberty to highlight the need to implement the 

recommendations of the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty and to ensure its follow up under 

the mandate of the SRSG VAC. DCI-IS also delivered a statement under the ID of the SRSG on 

children and armed conflict calling for the UN Secretary-General to initiate a due diligence procedure 

to ensure that annual report’s annexes accurately and consistently reflect the evidence collected and 

verified by the UN’s Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism, as well as signing a joint statement delivered 

by Save the Children.  

Moreover, DCI-IS was involved with country situations related to the National Sections. DCI-IS followed 

the High-Level Dialogue on Central African Republic, delivering a statement to highlight the worsening 

situation for children, as we are witnessing their recruitment into armed forces, child marriage and 

sexual exploitation. Two statements were also delivered on behalf of DCI-Palestine under the High 

Level Dialogue with the High Commissioner on the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) as well as 

under Item 7 on the Human Rights situation in the OPT urging all Member States to demand that Israeli 

authorities immediately release all Palestinian child detainees and end detention and prosecution of 

Palestinian children in the Israeli military court system.   

https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DCI-statement_ID-on-SRSG-VAC.pdf
https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DCI-Final-Statement_on-ID-SRSG-CAAC_HRC46_04-03-2021.pdf
https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SC-led-joint-statement-HRC46-ID-SRSG-CAAC-statement-FINAL-04032021-2.pdf
https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DCI-Statement_ID-on-CAR_Website-1.pdf
https://defenceforchildren.org/dci-statements-46th-regular-session-of-the-human-rights-council/
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Annual Discussion on the Rights of the Child 
 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet 
Realising children rights is a requisite to achieving the SDGs. Discrimination, inequality, lack of political 
will, inadequate investment and other barriers mean that children rights remain a wish rather than a 
reality. The pandemic risks reversing progress made so far. Children are increasingly exposed to 
physical and psychological violence, pushed to child labour and child marriage, exploitation and 
trafficking. For girls the threat looms larger where they should be safest: in their own homes. The 
number of children living in poverty has increased by 142 million. Those who were already marginalised 
and discriminated are being affected the worst; children with disabilities, poorest, girls, migrants, 
displaced and those living in conflict. Protecting children, upholding their rights and empowering them 
to contribute to transformative change has never been a greater global urgency. Closing the gap 
between child rights obligations and their implementation on the ground is the foundation for recovering 
better into more just, equal and resilient societies. This is our decade of action to achieve the SGDs, 
we need to move much faster and act with children rights and needs at heart. It is imperative, no one 
must be left behind. Children today are growing up as we are walking to fulfilling our promise of a future 
of justice, sustainability and equality.  

UNICEF Executive Director, Henrietta Fore 
Under Covid19, children rights are under threat. Poverty and inequality are being exacerbated. This is 
a historic opportunity to build stronger systems and to support children in new ways. We need to close 
the digital divide, to support families through and beyond this time by investing in stronger social 
protection programs and begin tackling the roots of poverty and inequality. Children rights must be at 
the heart of every country response plans. Goals and targets must be measures and monitored in every 
country, with data management systems and always with accountability. Throughout, we need to 
empower children as agents of change, create mechanisms so as children and young people can help 
us shape policies and to learn about their rights and help us to realise them.  

Chair of The Elders, Mary Robinson 
Covid19 has shown a harsh light on existing inequalities and exacerbated in many cases the damage 
to the social fabric and the life chances of children. Girls are increasingly vulnerable to child pregnancy 
and child marriage. 2020 has been the year of irreversible setbacks for girls with 500.000 more girls at 
risk of being forced into child marriage and 1 million more estimated to become pregnant. The rights of 
children are still deserving attention precisely because they invariably lack political agency to defend 
themselves, this doesn’t mean that they are passive victims.  We are aware now of the scandals of the 
systemic predatory abuse of children for decades in religious, educational and cultural institutions.  

Nordic and Baltic countries, Katrin Saarsalu-Layachi 
To achieve the SGDs we need a child rights-based approach in the planning, implementation and 
monitoring of the 2030 agenda and in all programs, policies and framework aimed at achieving these 
goals. Multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination are just a few of the barriers faced by children. 
Covid19 has only added to the list of barriers; rising poverty, closed schools and lockdowns make 
children more vulnerable to violence, abuse and exploitation. Additional 13 million child marriages will 
take place as a result of covid19 which would otherwise not have occured between 2020-2030. We 
need to recognise children as right holders and give them tools to claim their human rights, enable their 
meaningful participation to achieve the goals of the 2030 agenda. 
 
UNICEF, Afshan Khan  
Children are at risk of being left behind both as a group and for their individual circumstances. We must 
empower children to claim their rights, monitor the role of UN mechanisms, including the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC) and Universal Periodic Review (UPR), bringing the core realities of 
children at the forefront of the state reviews.  
 
Chief executive officer SheSays and President of the Steering Committee of the Paris Peace 
Forum, Trisha Shetty 
According to WHO, 1 billion children between the age of 2 to 17 have attested to be survivors of 
physical, violence, neglect, sexual violence and mental violence. We need to use these spaces to 
protect the child activists who in many cases are facing risks and being arrested in violation of their 
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human rights. We don’t need to come up with new solutions, we need to look at data that is not 
politicised, gender and race disaggregated as well as doubling down on protecting CSO. 

Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children, Dr. Najat Maalla 
M’jid 
All 17 SGDs touch children rights, while the drivers of violence against children stand in the political, 
economic, social and cultural environment. We cannot hope to end VAC if the SGDs (justice, migration, 
building peaceful societies, etc) are not met. Even before the covid19 struck, progress towards the 
SDGs remained uneven and we were not on track as shown by last year’s global status report:  nearly 
3 in 4 children aged from 2-4 years regularly experience violence discipline by their caregivers. Approx. 
1 in 4 children under 5 live with a mother victim of intimate partner violence. During the pandemic many 
initiatives were undertaken to mitigate the risks facing children: strengthening child protection services, 
psycho-social and parenting support, the release of children deprived of liberty, etc. but many vulnerable 
children were left behind. We need to focus on inclusion, equity, access to social justice and protection 
of the most vulnerable. We must build a comprehensive social protection system, including justice, to 
support the most vulnerable children. Children must be a central part of the solution to prevent and end 
violence and in their own protection. We need to provide more spaces to make child participation and 
involvement more systematic, not only in the policy making process but also in the implementation and 
monitoring. To make sure that in the SDGs implementation we adopt a child rights and gender-sensitive 
approach, we must have integrated services. 
 
Member of the Network of Children’s and adolescent correspondents of the Americas and the 
Caribbean from the Inter-American Institute of the Child, Claudia 
We need to take action to put an end to violence, child labour, teen pregnancies and other issues which 
are increasing rather than reducing. We must be taken into account in all the consultation and 
negotiations to draft any document that will define our future, you must listen children and understand 
their problems in your home-country. We, children, have rights and a voice and it is time for us to be 
included in the government policy making, actions and plans.  
 
Member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Benyam Dawit 
We must not increase reporting mechanisms but make full use of the existing ones. Accountability is 
also imperative.  We are improving the Committee’s monitoring role as it related to the SDGs; we learnt 
that the cluster of Violence against children was one amongst others with largest references to SDGs. 
We recognise the critical role of the right to participation in the national processes of implementing the 
2030 agenda and urge states to integrate a child rights-based approach. All states should conduct child 
impact assessment in a way that further promotes the interests of children in policy making. The 
ratification of the OPIC, 3rd Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a 
communications procedure can go a long way in bringing about access to justice for children not just at 
the national level but also at the international level. 
 
Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, Bruce Adamson 
The pandemic has disproportionately affected children rights who were most at risk, including disabled 
children, care-experience children, young carers and children impacted by poverty. The committee 
warned in April 2020 the grave physical and psychological impacts of the pandemic on children and 
called on states to adopt a child-rights based approach not only focusing on the health crisis but in the 
wider human rights framework. There has been a lack of children participation in decision making.  
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Thematic Priorities  

Violence against children  
Interactive Dialogue with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 

Violence Against Children, Dr. Najat Maalla M’jid 

Dr. Najat Maalla M’jid, SRSG VAC  
For the follow-up of the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty (GSCDL), I initiated a joint 
roadmap on how the different UN entities can cooperate and provide support to Member States on the 
implementation of the Study. The pandemic and the measures taken will have devastating 
consequences for the most vulnerable children, but even before the covid19 we were not on track to 
meet the SDGs. In some countries, children in detention were released, but many vulnerable children 
are still left behind. My mandate supports the #CovidUnder19 initiative that generated over 200 
responses from children on how covid19 affected them. Covid19 is an opportunity for children to help 
shape action regarding their safety and wellbeing. Children are walking side by side with decision 
makers, we are seeing intergenerational dialogues to come up with solutions and strategies to address 
VAC and Gender-Based Violence. Decision makers should inform and listen more to children and 
include them as part of the solution: identify successful child-led actions; address digital divide. Building 
back better is an opportunity to push for strong mobilisation for all stakeholders to keep the promise of 
the 2030 agenda and the rights on the convention to address the pandemic of VAC. Ensuring the 
wellbeing, development, and protection of children as well as social protection and inclusion is key in 
pandemic recovery planning. It is important to see children as part of the solution. Domestic violence 
and child labour, risk of children trafficking, sexual exploitation online are increasing as a result of the 
pandemic. 

GSCDL follow up: we did the mapping of all the recommendations, we did recently a meeting with the 
NGO panel to see how we are going to work very closely to support states at national, regional, and 
global level. It is very important for us and we are working closely with other networks like the UN 
network on alternatives to detention to collect and have standardised all the promising practices 
regarding alternatives to detention and restorative justice. Regarding children released, during the 
covid19 we saw many children being released from detention, but our concern is how we take care of 
them once they are released, we need to prepare the release before they leave the centres, to work 
closely with the families to build family reunification and in case this option does not work, have other 
alternatives like foster families. It must be guided by best-interest assessment and engage case workers 
who are following children to make sure it takes into account the views and opinions of children.  

Austria, Ambassador Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger 
We thank you for your work regarding the implementation of the recommendations contained in the UN 
Global study on Children Deprived of Liberty, we welcome your leadership in this endeavour which must 
be a joint effort of UN agencies, States, academia, and civil society. We encourage you to continue 
advocating for alternatives to detention, raise awareness about how harmful deprivation of liberty is for 
children and use recovery efforts as an entry point to reduce child detention.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DCI delivered a statement on behalf of the NGO panel on Children Deprived of Liberty stating that we remain 
concerned that children continue to be deprived of their liberty in many settings around the world despite the 
detrimental effects on their mental and physical health. We call on Member States to support the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Global Study; to implement good practices on alternatives to 
detention; to release children from places of detention due to concerns about the spread of COVID-19; and 
to ensure an effective monitoring mechanism at the international level. We highly encourage that deprivation 
of liberty is officially included in the mandate of the SRSG on Violence against Children, during its next regular 
renewal. This engagement is crucial for the success of the process initiated by the Study presented at the 
UNGA in 2019 and its impact on the lives of millions of children deprived of their liberty around the world.  

Watch the Panel discussion here. 

 

https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DCI-statement_ID-on-SRSG-VAC.pdf
http://webtv.un.org/search/id-srsg-on-violence-against-children-25th-meeting-46th-regular-session-human-rights-council-/6237972557001/?term=&lan=english&page=29


DCI ROUND-UP // MARCH 2021 
 

6 
 

 
 

Children and armed conflict  
Interactive dialogue with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

for Children and Armed Conflict, Ms. Virginia Gamba 

Ms. Virginia Gamba, SRSG CAAC 

Of great concern has been the increase of cases of abduction of children, sexual violence and attacks 

in schools and hospitals. The detention of children for their actual and alleged association with parties 

to conflict including those designated as terrorists by the UN remains a disturbing reality. Most of these 

violations happened against the backdrop of the Covid19. In Central African Republic, the president 

promulgated the child protection code that criminalises the recruitment and use of children, sexual 

violence, etc. and considers children associated with armed forces and groups as victims. Inclusive 

age-appropriate and gender-sensitive processes of transitional justice and peacebuilding are an 

essential part of reintegrated conflict-affected boys and girls and break cycles of violence. Some 

Progress in 2020 was obtained in Colombia through the inclusion of children in transitional justice 

process. Protecting children used and abused for and in armed conflict and preventing child rights 

violations implies maintaining strong monitoring and reporting mechanisms.  

 

Children associated with armed forces or armed groups who may have been involved in the commission 

of crimes under international law should be considered primary as victims not as perpetrators. In 

principle, children should not be held criminally responsible under international jurisdiction. Foreign-

fighters’ children and those detained for association should be released, repatriated and assisted 

through integration processes and according to the best interests of the child. When children are subject 

to judicial procedures they must be treated in accordance with international legal frameworks and best 

practices. Children have the rights to express their views throughout the procedure, child friendly 

policies and procedures must be put in place. My office worked on this in Colombia regarding the 

participation of children in transitional justice processes. On the listing and de-listing, an internal review 

was concluded and re-affirmed that all the de-listing decisions have been consistent and transparent. 

Gaps were also identified in the review, to this end, the UNSG has requested my office to conduct a 

study, launched last month and published at the end of this year, on the evolution of the CAAC mandate 

since its establishment. The study will identify challenges in monitoring and reporting. In 2018 I launched 

a global coalition for the reintegration of child soldiers, 3 briefing papers were released in this framework 

on child reintegration. We are now planning a second phase of research with best practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a DCI statement, it was highlighted that international law recognises children recruited and used by armed groups, including 

those designated as “terrorist”, as victims of serious violations. According to the UN Global Study on Children Deprived of 

Liberty (GSCDL), every year at least 35,000 children are detained in more than 16 countries for alleged involvement with 

armed actors. We call upon the UN Secretary-General to initiate a due diligence procedure to ensure that annual report’s 

annexes accurately and consistently reflect the evidence collected and verified by the UN’s Monitoring and Reporting 

Mechanism, and urge the UN SRSG CAAC to include a chapter on deprivation of liberty in all her reports monitoring progress 

in this respect; all States to amend national counter-terrorism legislation to ensure that it is consistent with international child 

protection standards and respect the best interest of the child. 

https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DCI-Final-Statement_on-ID-SRSG-CAAC_HRC46_04-03-2021.pdf
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Interactive dialogue on the report of the High Commissioner on ensuring 
accountability and justice for all violations of international law in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem 

UN High Commissioner, Michelle Bachelet,  
Between November 2019 and October 2020, 67 Palestinian including 16 children were killed by Israeli 
security forces. No notable progress in the investigation and prosecution of suspected violations of 
IHRL, including an attack by Israeli security forces in November 2019 which killed 9 Palestinians, 
including 5 children. Impunity of members of the security forces for incidents of excessive use of force 
in the West Bank including East Jerusalem. No notable progress was made in the investigations into 
allegations of ill-treatment and torture in Israeli detention facilities. 

State of Palestine - During the reporting period, more than 3700 people were wounded by Israeli 
security forces, including children and others who were detained in flagrant violations of all international 
conventions and international law. Israel ignored the medical neglect of Palestinian prisoners and 
administrative detainees especially during the pandemic.  

 

General debate under agenda Item 7 on the human rights situation in Palestine 

and other occupied Arab territories  

UN High Commissioner, Michelle Bachelet 

The 13th periodic report on the situation of the occupied Palestinian territory A/HRC/46/63 covers the 

period from the 13th of November 2019 to 31st of October 2020 and provides an overview of recurrent 

violations of IHL and IHRL by Israel, the state of Palestine and the de facto authorities in Gaza. 

Persistent human rights violations throughout the Palestinian territories, including to the right to life and 

physical integrity, impacting men, women, children and people with disabilities; restrictions on the 

freedom of movement and the right to a fair trial. The report focuses on the situation of women and girls 

who are subjected to multiple layers of bias and discrimination in the public and private spheres 

stemming from the Israeli military occupation, prevailing patriarchal norms and GBV.  Israeli security 

forces resort to disproportionate or unnecessary use of force against Palestinians resulting in arbitrary 

deprivation of life. In the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, Israeli security forced killed 23 

Palestinian men, including 5 children. The report under item 2 highlights the lack of accountability for 

these violations. Israel continued to hold human rights defenders under administrative or prolonged pre-

trial detention. Cases of ill-treatment of detainees by Palestinian authorities were documented as well 

as cases of people detained in the West Bank and Gaza for sexual offences such as adultery or 

prostitution, raising serious concerns of arbitrary detention.  

In a DCI statement, we highlighted that the physical and social isolation of Palestinian children for interrogation purposes 
by Israeli authorities is a practice that constitutes solitary confinement, amounting to torture or cruel, inhuman, or 
degrading treatment under international law norms. Administrative detention is permitted in only the most exceptional 
cases for “imperative reasons of security” when there is no other alternative. Custodial pre-trial detention is the norm 
for Palestinian children detained by Israeli forces from the occupied West Bank even while facing an unprecedented 
global health pandemic. We urge all Member States to demand that Israeli authorities immediately release all 
Palestinian child detainees and end detention and prosecution of Palestinian children in the Israeli military court system.  
Watch the dialogue here.  

 

https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/DCI-Statement_ID-on-OPT_Website.pdf
http://webtv.un.org/search/id-high-commissioner-report-on-opt-contd-9th-meeting-46th-regular-session-human-rights-council/6234935708001/?term=&lan=english&page=45
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State of Palestine - In the occupation prisons, there are 350 administrative detainees and 230 

prisoners who have been exposed to many forms of torture.  

High level Interactive Dialogue on the human rights situation in Central African 

Republic (CAR) 

UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Nada Al-Nashif condemned the violence against 
civilians which resumed in December 2020 in CAR. Due to the hostilities, cases of sexual violence and 
civilian casualties including that of women and children, were reported to have taken place, adding to 
the sharp humanitarian and human rights degradation in the country. Finally, she emphasised the need 
to prioritise the protection of civilians, she called all parties to refrain from further violence and peacefully 
settle the crisis and pointed the need to hold the perpetrators accountable for their actions.  

Independent Expert on the situation of Human Rights in CAR, Yao Agbetse  
Despite the agreements signed in 2018 and 2019 it is essential that the Central African Republic 
implements the provisions of the Children’s code to issue sanctions to those who are recruiting children 
to armed groups. The children involved in armed groups need to be reintegrated through efficient 
programs. Regarding sexual violence connected to the conflict, from October 2020 to February 2021 
Mr. Agbetse denounced 53 reported incidents of sexual violence affecting 43 girls, amongst which 47 
rapes or attempted rapes and 6 forced marriages or attempted forced marriages took place. He also 
called for the end of the impunity of the perpetrators and the creation of support programs for the victims.   

Minister of Public Service and Acting Minister of Justice of the Central African Republic, H.E.  
Jean Christophe Nguinza expressed his concern regarding the human rights abuses carried out in 
the country by armed groups, especially by the CPC, which directly affect children in the nation. They 
include loss of human life of civilians, mass displacement, the recruitment of child soldiers, mass internal 
and external displacement, food insecurity due to blockade of supplies to the capital, and the closing of 
schools in the hinterland due to the unsafe national situation. He finalised the intervention by calling for 
the strengthening of justice and the need to fight impunity in the country.  
 
Defence for Children International remains concerned about the situation of children's rights in CAR, as 
the recent armed clashes have increased food insecurity for children and deprived many of their right 
to education. Several serious violations of the rights of the child have been reported, including sexual 
exploitation, physical and moral torture, and the enlistment of children in armed groups. Our 
organisation recommends the adoption and promulgation of the decree implementing the Child 
Protection Code in CAR, the implementation of the Disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration 
(DDR) program for all enrolled children, and the maintenance of dialogue between the belligerent 
parties to the conflict, which need to prioritise the rights of the child and respect the civilian nature of 
schools and health infrastructure. Read the statement here (FR). 

 

Interactive Dialogue update of the Group of Eminent Experts (GEE) on Yemen 

Chairperson of the Group of Experts on Yemen, Kamel Jendoubi, 
The war in Yemen will soon reach its 7th year and shows no signs of abating. The GEE remains 
concerned on the heavy toll of conflict on civilians, they are the first victims of an ever-growing cycle of 
violence and confrontations. In 2020 172.000 persons, 28.659 families were displaced, particularly in 
the governorates of Marib, Al Hudaydah, Dhale, Taizz, Al Jawf and Hardamaut. Additionally, the recent 
escalation of hostilities in Marib again forced an estimated 54.500 more people to flee their homes. The 
war in Yemen deprived civilians of their right to access affordable medical care. The children of Yemen 

In a statement, DCI-Palestine (DCIP) reported over 700 cases of Palestinian children who have been killed by Israeli forces 

and settlers since 2014. Norms of international law only permit the intentional use of live ammunition when an imminent 

mortal threat or threat of serious injury exists. However, DCIP found that Palestinian children killed by Israeli forces with live 

ammunition did not pose any threat to justify the use of lethal force. systemic impunity for crimes against Palestinian children 

has directly fostered a context where children overwhelmingly become targets. We strongly urge all Member States to fully 

support the ICC’s exercise of jurisdiction over the OPT and call on Israel to accede to the Rome Statute of the ICC.  

Watch the debate here. 

 

https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DCI-Statement_ID-on-CAR_Website-1.pdf
https://defenceforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DCI-Statement_ID-on-Item7_Website.pdf
http://webtv.un.org/search/item7-general-debate-41st-meeting-46th-regular-session-human-rights-council/6241684100001/?term=&lan=english&page=12
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continue to endure this war inflicted by the parties to the conflict, their situation has largely been ignored 
by the international community. Almost 2.3 million children under the age of 5 in Yemen are predicted 
to suffer acute malnutrition in 2021, of these children 400.000 are expected to suffer from severe 
malnutrition and they may die if they do not receive urgent treatment. He called upon the international 
community to urgently increase financial support to prevent famine in Yemen.  
 
Member of the Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen (Final Remarks), Melissa Park 
Violations of international human rights and humanitarian law have consequences for Yemeni ordinary 
people who are forced by violence to move their family from place to place in search of safety, the 
ordinary child who steps on a landmine while playing on the field, the ordinary child who has not been 
to school for 6 years and is forcibly recruited into one of the armed groups. The 400.000 ordinary 
children severe suffer from acute malnutrition. Of the approximately 4 million IDPs in Yemen, most are 
women and children, at least 800.000 IDPs are now facing a parallel situation in Marib as thousands of 
vulnerable migrants from east Africa are stranded on their way north to Saudi Arabia. If the frontlines 
continue to move towards populated parts of Marib governorate it is likely that hundreds and thousands 
of civilians will be forced to flee the area, with disastrous humanitarian consequences. The situation of 
Marib will grow even more the number of people requiring urgent assistance, however contributions for 
humanitarian assistance in Yemen have decreased in the last year.  
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Gender 
Interactive Dialogue with Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism 

SR on Counter Terrorism, Ms. Fionnuala Ní Aoláin 
Gender in counterterrorism is used by many states but often mere rhetoric since the security space is 

male dominated. We have to address the equality of women and girls as a priority in the counter-
terrorism agenda. Systematic targeting and misuse of counterterrorism and extremism regulation 
against women human rights defenders result from broad, imprecise and legally unsound definitions 
of terrorism. Defending women’s rights is not terrorism and the use of counter-terrorism measures 
is not only a breach of IHRL, but it also undermines long term security for all. She highlighted the 
devastating effects that citizenship stripping has on the integrity of family life. Specific families are 
targeted as suspects and singled out for surveillance regulation and discrimination, particularly 
Muslim families.  

 

There is a need to address the specific needs of women and girls by countries. Specific 
consideration to the gender consequences of ongoing arbitrary detention of women and children in 
north-east Syria. Repatriation, however unpopular, remains the only international law compliant 
mean for States. The Special Rapporteur expressed that she was appalled by the treatment of 
children in camps such as Al-Hol and Roj where the situation remains unattainable, and the 
conditions of the camps constitute torture, inhumane and degrading treatment under international 
law. We have over 60,000 nationals living there, the vast majority are children, most under the age 
of 10 who need repatriation and care. They are children fully entitled to the protection of the 
Convention on the rights of the child. 

 

 

 

 

  



DCI ROUND-UP // MARCH 2021 
 

11 
 

Resolutions and decisions 
With regard to ensuring equitable, affordable, timely and universal access for all countries to 
vaccines in response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, the Council adopted without 
a vote a resolution (A/HRC/46/L.25/Rev.1) urging States to immediately take steps to prevent, within 
their respective legal frameworks, speculation and undue export controls and stockpiling that may 
hinder affordable, timely, equitable and universal access for all countries to COVID-19 vaccines. The 
text strongly urged all States to refrain from taking any economic, financial or trade measures that may 
adversely affect equitable, affordable, fair, timely and universal access to COVID-19 vaccines, in 
particular in developing countries. The Council also decided to hold, at its forty-ninth session, a half-
day panel discussion on the matter. 

In a resolution (A/HRC/46/L.18) on the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, 
adopted by a vote of 42 in favour, 3 against and 2 abstentions, the Council calls upon Israel, the 
occupying Power, to immediately end its occupation of the OPT, including East Jerusalem, and further 
reaffirms its support for the solution of two States, Palestine and Israel, living side by side in peace and 
security.  The Council confirms that the right of the Palestinian people to permanent sovereignty over 
their natural wealth and resources must be used in the interest of their national development, the well-
being of the Palestinian people and as part of the realization of their right to self-determination.  

In a resolution (A/HRC/46/L.30) on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, adopted by a vote of 36 in favour, 3 
against and 8 abstentions, the Council calls upon Israel to accept the de jure applicability of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the OPT, 
including East Jerusalem, and to the occupied Syrian Golan, to abide scrupulously by the provisions of 
the Convention, in particular article 49 thereof, and to comply with all its obligations under international 
law and to cease immediately all actions causing the alteration of the character, status and demographic 
composition of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian 
Golan.  The Council decides to remain seized of the matter. 

 
 

 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 36th session 
 

Out of 218 recommendations, 166 were accepted by the government of Liberia. While Liberia took note of a number of 
recommendations calling for the abolition of FGM, Liberia has continued the fight to eradicate FGM such as by signing in 
2005 the Maputo Protocol. In 2018 the former president of Liberia also signed order number 92 on domestic violence, which 
points out harmful traditional practices. Ending the practice of FGM in Liberia needs extensive consultation with our traditional 
people, including civil society actors who continue to lead awareness activities in that direction.  

Despite progress in some areas, DCI is concerned that 52 recommendations were only noted by the State under Review 
at the 36th UPR Working Group session among which:  

→ Develop a legal framework in the Penal Code that explicitly criminalises the practice of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
including specific penalties (recommended by 29 Member States) 

→ Prioritise the Strategy for the Protection of Girls against Child Marriage (2016) in conformity with the 2063 Agenda of the 
African Union and criminalise female genital mutilation (Costa Rica) 

→ Intensify efforts to prevent and respond to SGBV, as well as to criminalise FGM in all circumstances and ultimately 
eradicate the practice (Ireland, Burundi, Republic of Korea) 

Accepted: 

→ Ratify the Optional Protocol (OP) to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the OP 
to the CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, (Slovenia, Togo, Ukarine, Chile), the OP to the 
CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict (Belgium) 

→ Enact legislation that explicitly prohibits corporal punishment in all settings, including at home (Zambia, Japan, Georgia) 

→ Ensure the timely implementation of the four-year National Action Plan for Child Welfare and Protection for Liberia, and 
allocate sufficient resources for the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection to implement the plan (Iceland) 

→ Take effective legal measures to prohibit and eliminate child and forced marriages (Zambia, Mexico, Montenegro, Myanmar). 
 
For more information, please read DCI submission to the UPR Liberia here. 

Watch here 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=26947&LangID=E
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/L.25/Rev.1
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/L.18
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/L.30
http://webtv.un.org/watch/liberia-upr-report-consideration-39th-meeting-46th-regular-session-human-rights-council/6241311595001/
https://defenceforchildren.org/upr-may-2020/
http://webtv.un.org/watch/liberia-upr-report-consideration-39th-meeting-46th-regular-session-human-rights-council/6241311595001/

