
 
 

 

 

  
Child Labour 

Factsheet – 3rd cycle 

Universal Periodic Review of Sierra Leone 

 

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS CYCLES 

Four recommendations (A-111.132 – A-111.135) were made to prohibit child labour in the second UPR cycle. 
Two of the recommendations from Albania and Angola urged the GoSL to implement the National Action 
Plan against Child Labour Exploitation while the other two were general recommendations. The other two 
recommendations from Libya and Oman were quite general.  The Government of Sierra Leone supported 
recommendations A.111.135 ‘Promote efforts to prohibit child labour and eradicate this practice in the 
country’ and A-111.134 “Continue national efforts to eliminate the phenomenon of child labour, including 
through a review of national labour legislations and increase community awareness about this phenomenon. 
The recommendations have been partially implemented. 

 

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

 1. Sierra Leone ratified ILO Convention C138 - Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) and ILO 
Convention C182 - Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182), on 10 June 2011. 

2. The National Employment Policy (2015-2018) 
3. National Technical Steering Committee on child labour.   
4. The Child Rights Act (CRA) - 2007 
5. The Child Labour Strategy is under review. 
6. Data collection and reporting on child labour has progressively improved.  The 2018 household-level 

survey on child labor and employment reported that the worst forms of child labor occur in the mining 
sector and in commercial sexual exploitation.  

7. National Action Plan on Human Trafficking (2015–2020) is mostly connected to human trafficking.  
 

 

 

child welfare 

 

CHALLENGES 

 

IMPACTS 

 1. The types of hazardous work prohibited for 
children do not cover all sectors where 
child labour is known to occur such as 
street trading and in the agricultural 
sector. 
 
 

2. No specific guidance in the CRA on the 
number of hours per week for light work, 
the activities in which light work may be 
permitted, or the conditions in which light 
work may be permitted for children aged 
13 and above.   

 

3. There are no policies that cover all worst 
forms of child labour. 
 

1. The lack of a comprehensive list of hazardous work 
prohibited for children within the Sierra Leone 
context allows such exploitation to persist 
unchecked, thereby worsening the situation of 
children exposed to child labour, particularly in the 
informal sector. 
 

2. The lack of clear definition of light work for children 
aged 13 and above reduces protection for any child 
engaged in light work. This may lead to exploitation 
of children involved in light work. They are also likely 
to lose their right to leisure, education, and social and 
emotional development. 
 

3.  The lack of policies that cover all worst forms of child 
labour is an infringement on the rights of children 
who work. It impacts on their health, general 
wellbeing, and physical development. 
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CHALLENGES 

 

IMPACTS 

 
4. Labour laws are not adequately enforced 

due to limited inspectors and limited 

training and support for inspection. 

 

 

 

5. Children in the streets lack protection 

against economic exploitation.  

 

4. With limited enforcement, exploitation of children 

would increase, infringing on many rights of the 

child connected to exploitation.  Already, about 

26% of children are involved in various forms of 

work. 
 

5. This worsens the situation of children in the street. 

It is an abuse of their human right. It also impacts 

on their health and overall development. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1. Design and implement strategies necessary to achieve target 8.7 of the SDGs and which address the 

situation of children involved in street trading, domestic work, and in the agricultural sector. 
 

2. Adopt and fully implement a comprehensive strategy that addresses the situation of children in the 
street and ensure the provision of suitable care, support and protection for those children who have 
lost parental care.  
 

3. Regulate the involvement of children in apprenticeship and informal skills training programmes. 
 

4. Provide specified provisions that support the regulation of child labour in the amended Child Rights Bill. 
 

5. Adopt and fully implement policies that address the worst forms of child labour, including ILO Convention 
182 which was ratified by the Government. 

 

 
QUESTIONS 

 1. What structures have the Government put in place to complete the review of the Child Labour Strategy and 

implement it? 

2. How does the Government plan to address all forms of hazardous work in all sectors, and spell out add a set of 

clear conditions when light work is permitted in the Child Rights Act now being reviewed?   

3. Does the Government have a plan to create a policy to cover all worst forms of child labour? 

 

1. Child Rights Act 2007 
2. International Labor Organization’s analysis of statistics from the Demographic and Health Survey, 2017 
3. 2019 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor: Sierra Leone, 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ILAB/child_labor_reports/tda2019/Sierra-Leone.pdf 

 

 

SOURCES 

 
 

Boi-Jeneh Jalloh, crc_sl@yahoo.co.uk, www.crc-sl.org 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ILAB/child_labor_reports/tda2019/Sierra-Leone.pdf
http://www.crc-sl.org/


 
 

 

 

  

Right to Education 

Factsheet – 3rd cycle 

Universal Periodic Review of Sierra Leone 

 

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS CYCLES 

Many of the 24 recommendations on the right to education were general. The Government supported 18 
recommendations and has partially implemented these recommendations through the Free Quality School 
Education (FQSE) Programme to increase access to, and improve the quality of education. Belgium, Ireland, 
Canada, and Jamaica made the four recommendations that the Government noted and they all focussed on 
ending the practice of prohibiting pregnant girls in Sierra Leone from attending schools and taking exams, as 
required under article 2 and 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Though the Government noted 
the four recommendations on reversing the ban that prevented pregnant teenagers from continuing their 
studies it has implemented reversed the ban in March 2020 following a landmark decision of ECOWAS Court. 
These recommendations align with the UNCRC and contribute to achieving SDG target 4.1 and which ensure 
all boys and girls complete free, quality, equitable school with relevant and effective learning outcomes. The 
Committee against Torture remained concerned at the rape of girls by teachers. The Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women expressed concern about the increase in sexual abuse and harassment of girls in schools 
and the increase in teenage pregnancies, the negative impact of harmful traditional practices on girls’ education and 
barriers impeding pregnant girls’ and young mothers’ access to education. 

 

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

 The Government prioritized education and launched the Free Quality School Education (FQSE) in 2018as part 
of its human capital development agenda. It increased budgetary allocation to the education sector to 22% to 
resource its implementation. The government has reviewed the national curriculum framework and expanded 
the Radio Teaching Programme to cover all levels and reach more pupils.   
In 2020, the Government lifted the ban on pregnant girls attending school, replacing it with the Radical 
Inclusion Policy and Comprehensive Safety Policy, which ensure that all children are able to live and learn in 
safety and dignity. The ECOWAS Court, ruling against the ban as being discriminatory and a human rights 
violation, ordered the Government to reverse it in December 2019.The Court asserted that the exclusion of 
pregnant girls from mainstream schools is a breach of Article 17(1) of the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights which states that “Every individual shall have the right to education” and Article 28(1) of the 
Rights of the Child which outlines that “States Parties recognise the right of the child to education”. 

 

 

CHALLENGES 

 

IMPACTS 

 1. Compulsory education is not enforced.  
 
 
 
 

2. The Radical Inclusion Policy and 
Comprehensive Safety policy are too vague 
and dissemination limited.  The ECOWAS 
judgement has been passed but there are 
gaps in the implementation of post court 
ruling recommendations. The COVID-19 
pandemic and a possible resurgence of 
Ebola are additional threats to progress in 
this area but should not be used as an 
excuse for delayed implementation. 
 

1. Though school enrolment has increased as a result of 

the FQSE, many children are missing out of school, 

partly because of child labour. Sierra leone will not 

develop at the pace it should due to weak human 

capital development.   

 

2. With limited dissemination and buy-in from 

stakeholders, particularly in rural communities, 

pregnant girls and their families will not take 

advantage of their right to continue school. This will 

limit completion of school and opportunities for 

employment.  
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CHALLENGES 

 

IMPACTS 

 
3. The quality of education is low, and in rural 

areas this is even more problematic. 
 
 
 

4. The Comprehensive Sexuality Education is 
yet to be fully reflected in the school 
curriculum.  

3. Poor learning outcomes lead to dropping out of 

school and limit training and employment 

opportunities after secondary school for children 

who complete school. 

 

4. In Sierra Leone, 30% of girls age 15-19 are pregnant 

or have previously given birth. Girl mothers who re-

enroll in school stand the risk of getting pregnant 

again and not completing school. This also affects 

their health and overall development. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
i. Fully implement the Radical Inclusion Policy, ensuring community ownership of its implementation;  

 
ii. Fully implement the Education Act 2005, enforcing the provision of compulsory basic education and 

improving the quality of education at all levels; 

 

iii. Establish interventions that support pregnant girls to attend, progress, and complete school, including 
promoting safe school environments free from GBV, broader school health programmes and 
comprehensive sexuality education in curricula. 

 

1.  

QUESTIONS 

 
1. What redress mechanism has the Government put in place to ensure that pregnant girls exercise their right to 

continue school? 

2. When does the Government intend to fully reflect Comprehensive Sexuality Education in school curricula? 

3. How did the Government address concerns raised by UN Treaty Bodies related to rape and bullying at school ? 

1. The Education Act 2005 
2. Government Budget and Statement of Economic and Financial Policies (Financial Year, 2020).   
3. https://mbsse.gov.sl/mbsse-receives-a-presidential-award-for-the-best-performing-ministry-of-the-

year-2020/ 
4. https://defenceforchildren.org/fr/dci-files-case-to-ecowas-court-on-school-ban-for-pregnant-girls-in-

sierra-leone/ 
 

SOURCES 

 
 

Boi-Jeneh Jalloh, crc_sl@yahoo.co.uk, www.crc-sl.org 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

https://mbsse.gov.sl/mbsse-receives-a-presidential-award-for-the-best-performing-ministry-of-the-year-2020/
https://mbsse.gov.sl/mbsse-receives-a-presidential-award-for-the-best-performing-ministry-of-the-year-2020/
http://www.crc-sl.org/


 
 

 

 

  

Child Trafficking 

Factsheet – 3rdcycle 

Universal Periodic Review of Sierra Leone 

 

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS CYCLES 

Recommendations on child labour have implications for child trafficking. Only one general recommendation (A-
111.131), from the United States of America, was made on human trafficking, which also covers child trafficking. In 
addition, general recommendations A-111.139 - 142 on fighting impunity of perpetrators and increasing access to 
justice for vulnerable groups also enhance the fight against child trafficking. The Government of Sierra Leone supported 
the recommendation as it is in line with existing policies. In the previous cycle, the Human Rights Committee 
recommended through the UN compiled information that Sierra Leone continue its efforts to provide training to law 
enforcement and border patrol officials, including personnel of the Office of National Security, on applying the Anti-
Human Trafficking Act, and increase efforts aimed at ensuring that all perpetrators of human trafficking were brought 
to justice and that victims were adequately compensated. 

All the recommendations have been partially implemented. The 2016 UN Concluding Observations on combined third 
to fifth periodic reports of Sierra Leone (CRC/C/SLE/CO/3-5) provided an exhaustive recommendation on child 
trafficking. Ending child trafficking also contributes to achieving SDG target 16.2 'End abuse, exploitation, trafficking 
and all forms of violence against and torture of children and target 16.3: ‘Promote the rule of law at the national and 
international levels and ensure equal access to justice for all’.  

Eriodc  

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

 Steps taken to address human trafficking also include child trafficking: 

1. Provisions to address child trafficking in the Child Rights Act (2007) and the issue is covered under child labour.  

2. National Action Plan on Human Trafficking (2015–2020) covers child trafficking.  

3. The National Employment Policy ( 2015- 2018) 

4. The Trafficking in Persons Act of 2005 is under review. 

5. A Trafficking in Persons Taskforce coordinates policy reforms and national level programmes. 

6. A new National Plan of Action on Human Trafficking was adopted in September 2020.  

7. Sierra Leone moved from Tier 2 watch list to Tier 2 list in the 2019 Report of the State Department of the United 
States of America because of the landmark conviction of child traffickers that were arrested due to enhanced cross 
border collaboration.  

8. In 2014, the Government ratified the Palermo Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons 
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime. 

 
 

  

 

CHALLENGES 

 

IMPACTS 

 
1. Internal child trafficking remains high due to the 

unregulated widespread cultural practice of 
‘men pikin’ where children are given away for 
temporary care to relatives and strangers.  With 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we face the risk of 
reverting years of progress. 
 

2. The many porous borders enable child 
trafficking out of the country. 

 

3. Limited community involvement in combating 
child trafficking.  

 
 

1. The lack of a comprehensive approach to internal child 
trafficking puts many children at risk of child labour and 
commercial sexual exploitation of children, which denies 
them their right to enjoy their childhood, complete school 
and gain employable skills.  
  
 

2. Many more children are likely to be trafficked at unofficial 
border crossing points. This impacts on children’s right to 
health, education, social and emotional development and 
even survival. 
 

3. The lack of community involvement in combating 
trafficking undermines the fight against child trafficking, 
putting more children at risk and increasing the negative 
social, emotional and physical development on children. 
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CHALLENGES 

 

IMPACTS 

 
4. The Trafficking Act of 2005 is inadequate and 

not strong enough to prosecute perpetrators, 

particularly for internal trafficking. 

 

5. Child victims of trafficking, especially those 

unaccompanied, should be treated first and 

foremost as children and promptly referred to 

child protection systems. 

 

6. The non-ratification of Optional Protocol on 

Communications Procedure (OPIC) of the 

UNCRC, and not all investigations and 

prosecutions are child sensitive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The rate of prosecution is still low. Most times internal 

traffickers are not prosecuted, which leads to increase in 

trafficking. This denies children many of their rights 

connected to exploitation.   

 

5. Children lose their right to be well protected, thereby 

deepening the social and emotional effects on them. 

 

6. The non-ratification of OPIC is a violation of the rights of 

child survivors to seek legal action on their own. This 

limits children’s access to justice for all forms of 

exploitation and abuse, which impacts on their social and 

emotional wellbeing. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1. Finalize and pass an amended child-centered Trafficking in Persons Bill; 

 
2. Set up and fully implement a community-based surveillance mechanism on fostering and child trafficking 

communities including in border communities;  
 

3. Lead efforts to ensure equal access to justice for all as required by SDG 16.3 target and put an end to 
trafficking to achieve SDG 16.2 target; 

 

 
4. Ratify OPIC and acknowledging the legal empowerment of child survivors by giving them the capacity to take 

legal action on their own with child-friendly rules of procedure. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

 1.  What are the measures implemented to ensure children’s right to effectively participate in legal proceedings, to 

be heard and kept informed? 

2. Has the government moved away from the ambiguous status of trafficked persons in criminal proceedings towards 

full recognition of victims’ rights? 

3. Young women and girls are the vast majority of persons concerned by trafficking, while they are in vulnerable 

situations, they are capable of making decisions about their destiny. Has the government designed and 

implemented non-paternalistic policies, based on the respect of young women and girls’ agency? 

 

 

1. International Labor Organization’s analysis of statistics from the Demographic and Health Survey, 2017 

2. 2019 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor: Sierra Leone, 
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ILAB/child_labor_reports/tda2019/Sierra-Leone.pdf 

3. Child Rights Act 2007 

4. https://defenceforchildren.org/high-court-convicted-two-women-in-landmark-anti-trafficking-case/ 

 

SOURCES 

 
 

Boi-Jeneh Jalloh,crc_sl@yahoo.co.uk, www.crc-sl.org 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ILAB/child_labor_reports/tda2019/Sierra-Leone.pdf
http://www.crc-sl.org/

