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WE ARE CURRENTLY LIVING IN A CONFLICTIVE WORLD WHERE
WARS, HUNGER AND INEQUALITIES PREVAIL AND WITHOUT A
DOUBT THE MOST AFFECTED ARE THE CHILDREN, THAT IS WHY WE
MUST ENSURE MAINLY THEIR PRESENT AND TOGETHER WITH
THEM PARTICIPATE AND FIGHT TO BUILD A DIFFERENT SOCIETY
WHERE THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN ARE FULLY GUARANTEED.
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL HAS BEEN CARRYING
OUT THIS TASK FOR 40 YEARS, ACCOMPANYING CHILDREN AND
ADOLESCENTS SO THAT THEY CAN LEAD A DIGNIFIED LIFE, THAT
IS WHY I BELIEVE THAT IT SHOULD BEAWARDED THE NOBEL PEACE
PRIZE."
Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, Nobel Prize Laureate, 1980

© DCI-Greece
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30 YEARS OF THE UNCRC
40 YEARS OF DCI

Abdul Manaff Kemokai
President of the DCI
Movement

Alex Kamarotos
Executive Director

Forty years have passed since the
creation
of
Defence
for Children
International (DCI). In July 1979, a
small group of people in Geneva
working already in childhood thought that
there was a need for a new
nongovernmental
structure working on
the human rights of children. In
1979, the international year of the
child,
the process for the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) also began. A few years
later, DCI took the NGO lead of this
process that lasted ten years and
involved coordinating the inputs of civil
society to the drafting of the UNCRC,
which, 30 years after its adoption, is the
most widely ratified human rights treaty in
the world.
Still, what would be the interest in having a
new treaty on the rights of the child if
Member States did not respect its content?
DCI understood that this could not be done
from Geneva; the founders of DCI
envisioned a grassroots movement that
would monitor and promote the
implementation of the UNCRC through all
DCI National Sections, ensuring that
Member States who had signed and
ratified this Convention were actually
implementing and integrating its principles
in their national laws, policies and
practices.

We chose to celebrate the 40th anniversary of DCI and the 30th
of the UNCRC working on capitalisation of achievements and
evaluation of challenges, identifying gaps that still need to be filled at
the global, regional and national level. In this regard, a series of
strategic meetings took place in Geneva in November 2019 involving
our International Executive Council, the DCI Advisory Committee,
Regional Desks and regional representatives from the Americas. We
touched base on the implementation of the DCI Strategic plan
2017-2021 focussing in particular on its regional implementation
plans in the presence of the four regional coordinators for Africa,
MENA, Americas and Europe.

The other major milestone for 2019 had been
the presentation to the UN General Assembly of the
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, as
well as the launch of the full study in Geneva
together with the UNCRC/DCI celebrations last
November. This has been an emblematic project of DCI
reaching an important milestone for the rights of the
child in general. Already back in the 80’s during the
first years of DCI and while the Convention on the
Rights of the Child did not yet exist, DCI had drawn
attention to the issue through a publication,
Children in Adult Prisons - An International
Perspective, followed by several country and
regional analyses which continued advocacy and
data collection on the phenomenon of deprivation
of liberty until 2013 when
the idea of
campaigning for a UN Global Study on Children
Deprived of Liberty came to maturity and together
with a group of some 40 NGOs under the leadership of
DCI and of Human Rights Watch. Today the NGO
Panel can count on 170 NGOs around the world in
addition to all DCI National Sections actively
involved. While other issues emerge, deprivation of
liberty remains one of the cross-cutting priorities of
DCI and we are glad it is now officially included also on
the UN agenda. As depriving children of liberty is
depriving them of their childhood, we should not leave
any child behind bars. The Covid-19 pandemic gave
us even more arguments and reasons to continue
these efforts and work on the implementation of the
study's recommendations.

As depriving children of liberty is depriving them of their
childhood, we should not leave any child behind bars. The
Covid-19 pandemic gave us even more arguments and reasons
to continue these efforts and work on the implementation of
the study'S recommendations."
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DCI chose to celebrate the DCI/UNCRC anniversaries putting the spotlight on children’s
creativity and messages. The response was amazing, both in terms of artistic value as
well as of pertinence of their messages. The first edition of the Award “Hear my Story,
Know my Rights”, produced a treasure of artistic creations of many kinds: paintings,
songs, short videos, drawings, comics, pictures… Over 400 children participating had
important messages to pass and innovative ways to present them. The winners from
each category participated in the official debates and 30th anniversary celebrations at the
UN here in Geneva as well as at DCI’s 40th anniversary Ceremony. Saadia (Morocco)
and Emah (Mauritania), 12 and 16-years-old respectively, delivered some powerful
messages while debating with ambassadors and experts at the UN. We are now more
than ever determined to build our child rights campaigns involving children, making their
voices heard and their messages understood at the highest level of decision making.
At the same time, we have a responsibility to ensure that child activists for justice and
child advocates for human rights are respected and protected. In this
context, in 2019, DCI started a process to adopt a Child Safeguarding Policy
applicable to all the Movement and DCI National Sections (finalised in early 2020).

Thank you for supporting young human rights defenders through DCI activities
and initiatives worldwide!
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ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE

Beyond our role as a leading actor on child rights,
DCI also plays an important part in
ensuring
its respective National Sections
remain informed and participate where possible
in international advocacy. This generally includes
assisting in reporting to key human rights
mechanisms of the United Nations via the
submission of stakeholder reports to treaty
bodies, and participation in corresponding presessions and country reviews, and the Human
Rights
Council
(HRC),
mainly
through
the submission of key thematic/geographic
statements, as well as the organisation of and
participation in specific events.

© DCI-Colombia
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40 Years defending
the Rights of the
Child
DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL
(DCI) is a leading child rights focused and
membership-based grassroots movement, that has
been promoting and protecting children’s rights on a
global, regional, national, and local level for 40
years. DCI is represented through its National
Sections and Associated Members in 39 countries
located in Africa, Asia, Europe, Americas and the
Middle East and Northern Africa.
Our mandate is to ensure effective implementation
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC) at the local, national, regional,
and international levels.
Our vision is that children, as human beings, must
be able to pursue a life in which they can exercise
and enjoy their human rights with dignity, in a just
and responsible society.
The creation of DCI coincided with the international
community starting to discuss about a binding treaty
on the rights of the child. In 1983, DCI became the
lead coordinator of the group providing NGO input to
negotiations on the UNCRC – a role it continued until
the treaty was adopted in 1989.

We work across
five continents
Our 39 National Sections and
Associate Members influence and
effect real changes on the ground
ensuring the effective implementation
of the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC), by employing a
variety of means including leading
advocacy campaigns and lobbying
activities with national authorities,
giving direct support to children to
ensure their rights are respected,
building the capacity of key child rights
stakeholders, and fostering a child
rights-based approach to laws,
policies, practices and programmes.
Our International Secretariat, based in
Geneva, Switzerland, is the heart of
the movement; it acts as an
international coordinator and focal
point for the National Sections, which
are spread across five continents.
It ensures that children’s realities are
heard on an international level, as well
as understood and fully recognised by
multilateral arenas in Geneva.
Since 2017, DCI works closely with the
World Service Foundation in Brussels,
Belgium, to develop National Section
projects, to consolidate fund-raising
activities and to advocate at the
European institutions.

AUSTRALIA

We apply a unique
participative
governance
The
International
General
Assembly (IGA) is DCI’s highest
governing body and is composed
of all National Sections of our
grassroots Movement on an equal
footing. Guided institutionally by
DCI’s Statutes, it meets every four
years, adopting the strategic
framework, priorities and positions
of the DCI Movement. It also
elects the President and other
members of the International
Executive Council (IEC).
The
International
Executive
Council (IEC) is the international
board elected by the IGA. It
serves as an interim governing
authority between International
General
Assemblies.
IEC
Members are elected for a period
of four years during DCI’s
International General Assembly.
The current IEC was elected on
March 3rd, 2017 and it is
composed of eight members,
each from a different National
Section and representing the four
regions of DCI.
An Advisory Committee of
renowned child rights and
governance experts provides
substantive and technical support
to the DCI Movement.

10
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STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES
Our work is based on a strategic framework (2017–21)
approved by the DCI International
General Assembly for a period of five years.

The DCI Movement works towards full implementation of the UNCRC
worldwide. As a child rights organisation with local roots and global
impact, our Movement has unique expertise and positioning. Based on
this, in 2017, DCI decided to focus on four areas of work as well as
three cross-cutting areas in which we think we can make the greatest
impact.

In 2019, the mid-term review of the Strategic Framework,
the International Executive Council was joined for two
days by DCI’s Advisory Committee composed of child
rights experts from around the world (Nigel Cantwell,
Christine Cornwell, Jaap Doek, Moushira Khattab, Rosa
Maria Ortiz, Meskerem Geset Techane) who advised the
Movement on the way forward for emerging issues related
to children rights, such as the escalating humanitarian and
children’s rights crisis in Yemen, the need to give children
and youth a platform to express their voices, and the
current issues for children on the move.
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REGIONAL ADVOCACY
AFRICA
DCI National Section in Africa: Burkina Faso,
Central African Republic (CAR), Chad,
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Ghana,
Guinea Conakry, Liberia, Mauritius, Sierra
Leone, Uganda, Zambia.

In Africa, 2019 saw the launch of a new project of three DCI
sections (Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea) involved in activities to
prevent cross-border child trafficking in the region of the Mano
River Union. The project was implemented at the Pamalap–
Gbamaluya border between Guinea and Sierra Leone and it aimed
to secure the commitment of border security officials, local
government officials and community leaders.
In 2019, DCI conducted the project evaluation and the report
was officially launched in the capitals, Freetown, Monrovia and
Conakry to promote the recommendations and trigger
advocacy actions. Attendees included government officials,
community leaders, youths and Country Security Officials
(CSO). The meeting was hosted by the ECOWAS Trafficking
in Person Secretariat in Abuja, Nigeria. The event was a
regional dialogue on the limited prosecution of trafficking cases
across to enhance cross border collaboration between
ECOWAS countries.

DCI-Sierra Leone has continued its work in the
field of justice for children rolling out activities such
as supporting children in vulnerable situations and families
to access
services
for
their protection
and
recovery, enhance fair and speedy trials of children in
conflict and in contact with the law, ensure effective
protection and reintegration of children in conflict and
in contact with the law.

DCI-Central
African
Republic
(CAR)
successfully
advocated for the adoption and promulgation of the Child
Protection Code in CAR. The section established a platform of
civil society organisations and conducted capacity building
for children and stakeholders involved in the process.

© DCI-CAR

© DCI-Sierra Leone
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AMERICA
DCI National Section in the Americas:
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Trinidad &
Tobago, Uruguay.

The next week, DCI-Americas issued a statement on the
occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Convention of the
Rights of the Child calling for the recognition of children human
rights defenders and that they are free from persecution, torture
and mistreatment.

© DCI

In a tensed regional context marked by State violence and the
persecution of human rights defenders and indigenous peoples,
DCI’s National Sections in the Americas Region (DCI-Americas)
face several challenges in their mission to promote and protect
the rights of children through the implementation of
comprehensive protection, complaint, and investigation systems
that respond to children rights’ violations.

Regional Meeting for
Americas

Strenghtening Coordination
Creation of DCI-Americas
Desk
In December 2019, the International Secretariat formalised
the creation of a Regional Desk with an officer based in
Bolivia in order to optimize capacity building of DCI
National Sections, regional advocacy and projects such
as the creation of new Socio-Legal Defence Centers
(Argentina).
In the Americas, DCI is working on advocacy and
lobbying in different spaces such as national coalitions,
national preventive mechanisms
against
torture,
or
alert the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
on urgent actions for children at risk.

In November 2019, all sections from the Americas met in
Geneva, including a newly created section in Trinidad & Tobago.
For two days, ahead of the celebrations of the
30th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC30 Conference) and the 40th of DCI, a regional
meeting was organised where the sections discussed key
challenges at the national and regional level.
The International Secretariat organised workshops on each
thematic area of the Strategic Framework with trainings on
international developments and advocacy updates. Then
participants moved in break out sessions to identify two regional
projects on violence against children and justice for children,
as well as their capacity and funding needs.

© DCI
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Participation in LAM
regional events
DCI participated in the Congress “Justice in Latin America”
in Buenos Aires in June 2019. DCI shared the good
practices of the judicial system. Our presentation focused
on linking the Child Criminal Justice System with
the Comprehensive Protection System, in order to
address the various child rights violations that are
suffered by children who go through the Criminal Justice
System, and to work on prevention. DCI also put on
the agenda the Global Study on Children Deprived of
Liberty and the follow up of its recommendations.

Capacity Building

Awareness raising

In early December, DCI was invited by the UN agency
in
Peru
and
IPRODES
(Instituto Promoviendo
Desarollo Social), a civil society organisation that
carries out advocacy activities in the United Nations
and OAS mechanisms, to participate as speakers in a
training
on
reporting to
the
United
Nations
mechanisms. In this instance, in addition to sharing the
experience
of Uruguayan
civil
society
in
the
elaboration of alternative reports for the UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child, we also shared part of the
advocacy actions such as thematic hearings on
Juvenile Criminal Justice in presence of the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

All DCI sections in the region adapted or initiated
new activities in the context of the Covid-19
pandemic affecting in particular countries like Colombia
or Brazil. Given the specific consequences on children
deprived of liberty, an alliance was formed between
DCI-Americas, the NGO Justicia Juvenil International
(JJI), ILANUD and Fair Trials in order to collect quality
information from the region on the protection measures
and action protocols for the prevention and mitigation of
contagions inside the detention centers.

The IPRODES and UN
Reporting Training

Promoting Child Rights
Approach in COVID-19
preventive measures
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© DCI-Belgium

EUROPE
DCI National Section in Europe: Belgium,
Czech Republic, France, Greece, Italy,
Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland.
In recent years, many collaborations have taken place
between DCI's European sections, mainly at the level
of information exchange and participation in joint projects,
involving two or more sections.
In 2019, collaboration has accelerated as all DCI
sections in Europe have joined together to become part of
the Child-Friendly Justice European Network (CFJ-EN),
officially launched in 2019 in the margins of the European
Forum on the Rights of the Child, in the presence of
representatives of the European Commission, the Council
of Europe, the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) and
the European Network of Ombudspersons for
Children (ENOC).

The Network counts 15 active members, not only
the seven European sections of DCI but also
other organisations working for the promotion of childfriendly justice. In addition, the European sections of
DCI have engaged with the European institutions,
namely the EU Commission, FRA, as well as with other
NGOs active at this level. DCI regularly contributes to
the work of these bodies and is very present at the
level of various working groups.
The CFJ-EN plans to expand its activities in the
future by developing projects, recommendations,
participatory activities, training of professionals, and
awareness raising activities.

ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020
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Europe Desk
Representation of DCI at
the level of European
bodies
DCI is one of the NGOs with consultative status for
the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)
and is involved in the European Commission's work on
children's rights. In 2019, DCI European Sections
participated in conferences such as the annual EU Forum
on the Rights of the Child, meetings of the NGO
Platform for the European Union Agency for Fundamental
Rights, the Follow-up Committee of the Council of
Europe Strategy on the Rights of the Child, and regular
consultations carried out by these different bodies, which
are strategic places for the advancement of DCI thematic
priorities.

© DCI-Belgium

© DCI-Netherlands
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MENA-ASIA PACIFIC

DCI National Section in the MENA and AsiaPacific region: Australia, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Mauritania, Morocco, Pakistan,
Palestine, Tunisia, Yemen.

Following multiple meetings and a presentation of the Childfriendly Justice Manual at the Arab League Workshop, it was
adopted at the October 2019 session in Nouakchott
(Mauritania) and approved to be disseminated among Member
States. In 2020, DCI-Palestine led the effort of establishing an
action plan with the Arab League and DCI National Sections.
Advocacy and capacity building actions to ensure the effective
implementation of the Child-Friendly Justice Manual were
planned throughout 2020.

DCI
Sections
enhanced
the
monitoring
of
children’s rights in the region and were able to
document child rights violations and address them
accordingly. As a result, a report on child rights
violations in the Arab world was drafted based on those
documented cases as well as secondary review data.

DCI in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region
collaborates closely with the League of Arab States (LAS) and
acts as a regional expert in all advocacy efforts to promote and
defend the UNCRC and other international treaties that
promotes the human rights of children in the region.

In 2019, DCI-MENA successfully initiated dialogue
with the Arab League about the importance of
adopting the Child-Friendly Justice Manual, a guiding
manual with
the
best practices
in line
with
international standards for dealing with child victims of
violence, and children at risk or in conflict with the law.

Source: DCI-Jordan, timetable of the hotline to prevent violence against women and girls,
2020

© DCI-Lebanon
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JUSTICE
FOR
CHILDREN
The overarching thematic focus of the DCI Movement is
Justice for Children, through persistent work on the issue
over the past four decades. This thematic focus remains
challenging as the level of political will necessary to
ensure compliance is not always present. To this end,
DCI’s presence and systematic advocacy within the
United Nations, regional mechanisms, national and local
institutions prove essential.

International Advocacy
Launch of “The Justice
for children, Justice for
All initiative”
2019 saw the launch of the SDG16 + Initiative and
"Justice for Children, Justice for All" call to Action,
which happened in New York in parallel with the High
Level political Forum. This is an international multiagency project
including
the
UN
Special
Representative of the Secretary General on Violence
against Children and of which DCI has been a
founding member. The initiative is aimed at achieving
Sustainable Development Goal 16 and crucially leaving no
child behind. It provides a complementary approach
that can be favourable to setting out concrete
indicators
for
States, identifying champions (pathfinding countries) and walking the road to the 2030
objectives, including the target to eliminate all violence
exerted against children as well as promoting justice.

© PAINTING "A CHILD YEARNS FOR
FREEDOM" , ZEINE, AGE 16,
MAURITANIA

“My name is Obaida. I am from Arroub refugee camp north of
Hebron. I am 15 years old and I like to cook. I have been
arrested twice by Israeli forces. I started to think, why we are
so different from other children in the world? Why are we
detained when we are young and made to suffer? Why others
are happy playing sports and with many opportunities that we
don’t have? Why are they like that and why are we like this? To
this day, no one can answer me”.
Obaida, from Palestinian Occupied Territories.
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The Justice for Children,
Justice with Children event
As we celebrated the 30th Anniversary of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, months after justice for all call to action in
June, another event on “Justice for Children, Justice with
Children” was organised to discuss one of the most crucial
ones: creating key sustainable conditions for the participation of
children in the justice system. The event consisted of two main
sessions and concluded with an interactive break-out session to
give the opportunity for both the panellist and the audience to
express their opinions on this issue.
While DCI was represented by its President, Abdul Manaff
Kemokai, and the Director of the DCI-Greece, Nantina Tzekeri.
The video which won the first prize of the DCI award
was projected and 12-years old Saadia addressed the audience,
with an impressive intervention on Justice for Children.
A distinguished first panel was composed by Ambassador
Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger (Permanent Representative of Austria
to the UN in Geneva), Prof. Ann Skelton (Member of the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child), Ambassador
Socorro Flores Liera (Permanent Representative of Mexico
to the UN in Geneva) opened the session.

During this debate, all three distinguished panellists
strongly highlighted the fact that, despite substantial
developments that have been achieved in many areas
concerning child rights throughout the thirty years from the
adoption of the Convention, less progress has been
made when it comes to children’s rights in relation to the
justice system. Moreover, the panellists outlined some of
the most persistent challenges concerning children in
the justice system, such as: the enduring overuse of
deprivation of liberty for children, the unacceptable
minimum age of criminal responsibility in certain
countries, the lack of justice measures adapted to
children’s needs and the lack of alternatives to detention.

Side events of the
Global Study
After launching the call for a UN Global Study
on Children Deprived of Liberty in 2014 and cochairing the NGO Panel for the Study made up of
170 NGOs for 5 years, the report of the Study
was
delivered to the UN General Assembly in
October 2019 by the Independent Expert Prof
Manfred Nowak followed by the official launch of
the full study a month later in November 2019
on the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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© DCI

International
Coordination
Advocacy Inputs on
General Comment No. 24
Continuing its close collaboration with the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child, DCI actively contributed inputs to
the elaboration of the General Comment No. 24 (replacing
General Comment No. 10) on ‘Children’s rights in the child
justice system’, in order to promote language that avoids
stigmatising children whilst also calling for the inclusion
of other new positive elements such as an indication
for the minimum age of criminal responsibility which is
still very low in many Member States.

© DCI-Sierra Leone

Ongoing support
DCI Socio-Legal Defence
Centers
Through its National Sections worldwide, and with Associated
Members, DCI provides free legal aid and psychosocial support
to children through their Socio-Legal Defence Centres. Socio
Legal Defence Centres proactively promote, and reactively
protect the human rights of children as set out in the UNCRC,
particularly in its four guiding principles: non-discrimination; best
interests of the child; right to life, survival and development; and child
participation.
Moreover, several National Sections organised regular
outdoor monitoring to identify the most vulnerable children. Their
proximity also allowed them to identify and react to widespread
abuses, such as child labour, child trafficking and gender-based
violence.

24
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Their holistic response, adapted to children’s needs,
usually includes individual psychosocial counselling
and/or educational programmes. Thus children in
conflict with the law, child survivors and witnesses, as
well as adults confronted with child rights violations,
can have direct access to justice and corresponding
quality socio-legal support, which includes:
information provision, referrals to other service
providers, psychosocial counselling and free-ofcharge legal advice and representation – including in
court.
An increasing amount of DCI sections are
implementing
this
model,
among others
Argentina, Brazil, Belgium, Ghana, Greece,
Lebanon, Mauritania, Netherlands, Palestine, Sierra
Leone and Yemen.

© DCI-Palestine

DCI seeks justice for
Children in Palestine
DCI has a socio-legal centre in Ramallah, in the occupied
Palestinian Territories to defend children in Palestinian and
Israeli Jurisdiction systems. DCI-Palestine provide legal
consultations to children, families, and law practitioners, and
conduct "Know Your Rights" Sessions to educate
children about their rights when they are arrested and
facilitate access to the justice system.
In 2019, DCI-Palestine submitted a joint alternative report to
the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child
detailing the significant shortcomings that the State of
Palestine faces in meeting full compliance with the UNCRC.
DCI-Palestine also presented detailed findings and
recommendations to the working group for the Committee of
the Rights of the Child during its 83rd pre-session in
Geneva.
DCI-Palestine successfully advocated for and participated in
the development of a Child-Friendly Justice Manual that
aims to support professionals in the application of the
Juvenile Protection Law in a child friendly manner in
Palestine. This manual was developed by a committee
consisting of several juvenile justice actors and has been
adopted by the Palestinian Judicial Institute as part of their
training curriculum.

25

VIOLENCE
AGAINST
CHILDREN
One billion children suffer some form of violence today,
often in places where they expect to be safe, such as
schools or homes. In many countries, the worst forms of
violence remain lawful or tolerated. DCI was among the
leading NGOs directly supporting the preparation of the
World Report on Violence against Children, which was
finally adopted by the UN General Assembly in October
2006. This work led to the creation of the mandate of UN
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
Violence against Children.

International
Advocacy
The founder of DCIMorocco elected as top
UN official
In 2019, DCI engaged with partners for the
election of the new UN Special Representative
on
Violence Against Children, supporting Dr
Najat Maalla M’jid of Morocco as the founder of
DCI-Morocco (Bayti) which was the first organisation that
worked with street children of Morocco. Prior to this,
Dr Najat Maalla M’jid served as United Nations
Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography. From 2008 to
2014,
Dr
M’jid also
worked
as
an
Expert-Consultant for national and international
projects, strategies and policies relating to child
rights promotion and protection.

30 years after the adoption of the CRC
(Convention on the Rights of the
Child), there
are millions and
millions of children who are still
victims of violence and abuse. This is
important and it has to be taken
into account.”
Dr Najat Maalla M’jid, Special
Representative of the Secretary-General
on Violence against Children

Awereness raising
Empowering Children
against violence in Liberia,
Ghana and Sierra Leone
Defence
for
Children
International
is
part of the Girls Advocacy Alliance (GAA) a
5-year
joint project
(2016-2020)
that
aims to promote equal rights and opportunities
for girls and young women in 10 countries
spread across Africa and Asia. This is a joint
initiative led by Plan International, Terre des
Hommes (NL) and Defence for Children –
ECPAT (NL) and funded by the Netherlands
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The International
Secretariat
of
DCI
oversees the
international component the programme to
advocate at the UN, influence policy
change and ensure girls’ participation in
international human rights mechanisms.
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Direct Support

They have helped me to stand for my rights and
follow my dreams.”
Teenage participant in a DCI workshop.

DCI-Sierra Leone at the
High-Level Political
Forum in New York
Violence against children remains hidden and pervasive,
undermining the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and full implementation of
the 2030 Agenda.
The High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) in 2019
was a good opportunity for DCI and the NGO
partners of the Girls Advocacy Alliance to advocate
at the UN for the elimination of gender-based
violence against girls in Sierra Leone. That is why
the
International
Secretariat
supported
the
registration and preparation of DCI-Sierra Leone to
report on the situation in the country. On this
occasion, the DCI-President and Director of DCI
Sierra Leone, Abdul Manafff Kemokai participated in
a side event with the new Special Representative of
the Secretary General for Violence Against Children at
the Permanent Mission of Belgium, on Justice for
children and SDG16+, an opportunity to speak up for
girls’ rights.

© DCI President Abdul Manaff Kemokai with Professor Jennifer
Davidson for the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) in New York.

© DCI-Argentina

International
Advocacy
Engaging with
governments for the
Universal Periodic
Review
The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a key
moment for civil society to lobby governments by
submitting alternative
reports.
DCI
uses
this
mechanism regularly to propose documented reports on
the state of child rights and raise concerns on
violations.
The International Secretariat completed a capacity building
process for DCI-Liberia that successfully submitted its first
UPR alternative report to provide evidence to the United
Nations on sexual abuse, child marriage and discrimination
against girls in access to education. DCI-International
Secretariat provided guidance to engage in the UPR process
as a coalition, technical assistance on the methodology and
lobbying activities.
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Direct activities
Empowering children
against sexual abuse

world leaders must not only tackle the
root causes of gender inequality" but also
“listen to the voices of young people who
are on the frontlines of defending justice.”
Memory, 15 from malawi

To support child victims of crime, DCI-Italy
developed the capacity of multidisciplinary professionals
working with children. E-PROTECT is a joint project
with Law and Internet Foundation (Bulgaria), Vienna
Center for Societal Security (Austria), Centrul Roman
de Politici Europene (Romania) and The South-East
European Research Center (Greece.) The project
results in an inspiring
Pan-European
Network
of
multidisciplinary professionals, where they can
share know-how to secure the best assistance possible
to children and use the individual needs assessment
methodology
and
rights-based
comprehensive
approach. In Italy the project gathers 251 professionals
of which 62 participated in a policy briefing, 60 in
multidisciplinary seminars and 129 in MeetUps.

Lobbying and
influencing, from villageleaders toministers
The Girls Advocacy Alliance (GAA) program aims at
mobilizing capacity support of girls, young
women, traditional
and religious leaders as
champions of change.
In Sierra Leone, the program against child trafficking
benefited directly over 5,800 people living in the areas
close to national borders.
In Ghana, for instance the GAA program reached an
estimated 300,000 households, 31 government officials,
22 CSOs and 300 girls and young women.
In Central African Republic, DCI implemented a program
against child trafficking through identification, registration
and documentation of separated and unaccompanied
children, sexual an Gender based Violence (SGBV
survivors, vulnerable children and survivors of genderbased violence. In 2019, an estimated 20,000 people
participated to the activities. In particular:

© United Nations, T. Jones

• 12,000 children attending child-friendly activities
• 7,000 people benefiting from awareness campaigns500
children and young people benefiting from life skills
activities.
• 300 adults participating in Parental Education for Sexual
and Reproductive Health activities.
• 200 leaders and community members participated in
capacity building sessions

Global advocacy at its
grassroots
The International Secretariat of DCI played an important role
in the international advocacy strategy. This includes oral
interventions at the UN Human Rights Council, side events
and lobbying activity for resolutions on gender-based
violence; child early/forced marriage and female mutilation.
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Mellicentia has a dream!
Mellicentia (17), from Sierra Leone, is determined to
improve the future of girls and young women in her
country. "One day, she said that she wanted to become a
human rights lawyer", says Mellicentia's mother, laughing.
Her daughter adds: "Yes, to eventually become the UN
Secretary-General".
Mellicentia is very active in her community which is a poor
neighbourhood in Freetown, Sierra Leone. There, she
addresses, among others, the parents of girls who do not go
to school, and teenage mothers who think that education is
not an option for them.
"We give them motivation and inspiration to move with
their lives and to make progress".
As a youth lawyer for the Girl Advocacy Alliance, Mellicentia
conducts interviews with politicians and journalists, and
speaks on behalf of other girls at meeting throughout the
country and beyond. In September 2018, she impressed the
members of the UN Children's Rights Commitee with an
inspired speech. afterwards, someone told her she would not
look out of place as the head of the UN. Now that is
Millicentia's dream.
Her mother proudly listened to what her daughter has to say:
"It is every parent's dream to see his or her child doing what
they do best. For Millicentia, that is her lobbying work. And
that is urgently needed, because there is a lot of sufferings
among girls in this country. Perhaps, this is the start of a
major change".
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CHILDREN
ON THE
MOVE
DCI advocates at the international and local level for the
dissemination of the UNCRC, raising awareness on the
rights of children on the move, especially unaccompanied
children, and advocating for their rights to be acknowledged
and respected. Up to 50 million children are forcibly
displaced around the world today. Children on the move are
often subject to racism, discrimination and detention.
Although children on the move face variable challenges
specific to their individual circumstances and their
(perceived) status, DCI aims at ensuring that all children on
the move benefit from appropriate protection measures, and
can claim their rights.
DCI sections in Europe are working together to improve the
situation of children on the move by giving legal support on
child rights, as well as advocating at the national and
European levels for refugee children and asylum seeking
children in Europe. The Children’s Rights Helpdesk
established in 2018 brings together non-governmental
organisations from various countries (currently DCI-ECPAT
and DCI-Italy) providing psychosocial and legal support to
unaccompanied children on the move and aims to protect
and actively promote their rights and to strengthen the
knowledge and implementation of international, European
human rights and national law by institutional actors,
professionals and practitioners.
DCI-Netherlands works to improve the situation of
children on the move by giving legal support and lobby
and advocate on national and European level for
refugee children and asylum seeker children in
Europe.
In 2019, the European Children’s Rights
Helpdesk provided almost 300 children with legal support.

Direct activities

The Child10 Award for
DCI-Greece
DCI work in this area is internationally well-known for its grassroot
approach and dedicated staff on the field. In 2019, Nantina
Tsekeri (video) Director of DCI-Greece received the Award
Child 10 for providing legal services and support to
children in Greece. Previously, other two DCI leaders were
granted this important recognition: Murhabzi Namegabe
–
Bves Child Support, Congo, is among Child10 2017
Laureates while our DCI Director Manaff Kemokai from Sierra
Leone received the same prize in 2016, before becoming
the President of the movement in 2017.

© DCI Facebook post for the Child10 Award.

Advocacy

European campaign
to protect children on
the move
In March 2019, DCI -together with a number of international
NGOs called on the European Union (EU) Member States to
immediately commit to the emergency relocation of
unaccompanied children from the Greek islands to
other European countries, giving priority to existing family
links where the best interest of the child. Over 1,800
unaccompanied children live in the EU hotspots – Reception
and Identification Centers – on the Greek islands.
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Direct Support
with the Children's
Rights Helpdsks
In 2019, DCI-Greece helpdesk addressed the cases of
550 children. The majority of these children were
homeless, detained in police stations, or deprived of
liberty.
One of DCI-Greece’s most important activities in 2019,
was undoubtingly the implementation of Themida Project
in collaboration with the Organisation Together for Better
Days, in Lesvos Island. DCI-Greece provided legal
support to 38 unaccompanied children currently living
inside or outside Moria Refugee Camp, by undertaking
their family reunifications cases. More than 1000
unaccompanied children live in the over-expanded jungle
outside the official Moria Camp on Lesvos island. These
children are stuck living in toxic and dangerous
environments, without adult care or support and have
limited access to crucial basics like shelter, water, and
legal and medical support.

© DCI-Greece Director, Nantina Tsekeri, with Rahmad, Child Rights
Award laureate.

Children are deprived of access to their most basic
rights such as shelter, water, food, medical and
psychosocial care, as well as education. If each EU
Member State relocated just 70 unaccompanied
children, these children would no longer be
homeless and living in inhumane conditions on the
Greek islands.
Despite continues calls and alerts by civil
society, Greek authorities and the EU took no
action leading to a dramatic situation, culminated
with the fire at the Moria camp in September
2020.

Strenghtening psychological resiliance in Lebanon
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© DCI-Costa Rica

© DCI-Sierra Leone

Capacity-Building

Direct Support

To prevent child
trafficking in
Sierra Leone

Mapping resources
for refugees in
Costa-Rica

In 2019, DCI-Sierra Leone worked on building the capacity
of border security officials and local
community
structures to effectively prevent and respond to
cases of child trafficking, providing direct services to
victims of trafficking and pursue legal action against
perpetrators. The project led by a coalition of NGOs Child Rights Coalition of Sierra Leone,
Child
Welfare
Committee, Community Action Groups,
and Children’s Clubs, with the support of UNICEF
Guinee, focused on Sierra Leone’s borders with Liberia and
Guinea (Pamelap Project, from the name of a town in
Forécariah
Prefecture, Kindia Region
in
the
Republic
of
Guinea, sharing an international border
with the town of Gbalamuya). Over 5,800 people,
including borders security officials, directly benefited from the
DCI child trafficking prevention programme.

In 2019, DCI-Costa Rica worked directly with 490 children
and adolescents who have applied for or already have
refugee status, as well as 60 adult officials from
institutions and community actors, and indirectly with
children and adolescents who live in Upala, Los Chiles,
Los Guido, la Capri, Alajuelita, Guararí, Pavas, León
XIII. Mapping existing spaces and institutional and
organizational resources in the selected communities,
aimed at the comprehensive development of children, the
development of strategies for the generation of new
safe spaces and the realisation of the Training of
Trainer processes for key people in the communities.
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CHILDREN
AFFECTED
BY
CONFLICTS
Today, one of six of the world's children are affected by
armed conflicts.
These
millions
of
children
are
deprived of their childhood and basic human rights. DCI has
a long history of advocacy for the protection and the rights of
children in armed conflict. Already since the Graça Machel
report in 1996, or the Study on Violence Against Children
in 2006, the work of different Special Representatives of the
UN Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict (SRSG
CAAC), DCI has been actively promoting the protection and
rights of children in armed conflicts both at the national and
regional levels.

International Advocacy
DCI is a founding member and coordinator of the
Working Group of Child Rights Connect on Children
and Armed Conflict. In 2019, DCI joined also Watchlist
on Children and Armed Conflict as an associate member.
2019 was a milestone for children and armed conflict
with the presentation at the UN of the Global
Study on Children Deprived of Liberty to the UN
General Assembly in October. The Global Study
includes a special chapter on deprivation of liberty in the
context of armed conflict. According to the Global Study and
reliable sources quoted a minimum of 35,000 children
deprived of liberty in the context of armed conflict. In reality,
the figures are certainly much higher because many data
are not documented officially
(children
held
in
camps, military barracks, intelligence facilities, militias or
non-state armed groups). In Yemen, for instance, the
United Nations verified in 2019 4042 grave violations against
2159 children (1708 boys, 451 girls).

In addition to the traditional DCI sections dealing with this
issue Palestine, Yemen, Iraq, Central African Republic,
Somalia, Colombia, Burkina Faso, a new National Section in
Democratic Republic of Congo was added. The situation in
all of these countries is included in the UN Report of the
Secretary-General on Children and armed conflict.
Indeed as the 2019 report explains “…the number of
incidents of the killing and maiming of children remains the
highest verified violation, which underlines the serious
concerns about the violations of international humanitarian
law, the lack of capacity and of measures to
mitigate harm, and about warfare in densely populated
areas. "

© DCI: Picture entitled "My childhood in prison!", taken by Omar, 15 years-old child
from Palestine, DCI Award Laureate.

© DCI
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Direct Activities

Promoting child rights
amid the Yemeni crisis
DCI-Yemen continued its very difficult work in a
country still devastated by war where children’s
rights are violated systematically. DCI led
activities of direct assistance to children as well as
awareness campaigns and child-led events,
necessary for the survival and resilience of children
and their families under severe war conditions during
the last 5 years.

According to the UN, at least 4042 grave violations
against 2159 children occurred in Yemen in 2019.

© DCI Child Rights award
Award Laureate.
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Local engagement
The new Law on Child
Protection
Similarly in the Central African republic, DCI is
monitoring human rights violations and violence
against
children
in
the
armed
conflict. CAR has been in turmoil since a violent
takeover of power in 2014. In this much neglected
emergency, two in three children are
in
urgent
need
of
aid
and
protection. In
2019,
DCI-CAR
focused,
among
others,
on
unaccompanied children
displaced
by
the
conflict. It also participated in structural reforms
involved in the new law on child protection.

In the same year, the United Nations verified 517 grave
violations against 413 children (249 boys, 164 girls).

© DCI-CAR

35

CHILDREN
DEPRIVED
OF LIBERTY

International Advocacy
The Launch of the
Global Study on
children deprived of
liberty
The Global Study of Children Deprived of Liberty
(GSCDL) has been DCI’s main priority for the
advancement of justice for children rights since 2014,
when a campaign initiated by DCI culminated with the
United Nations General Assembly(UNGA) child
rights resolution 69/157 formally requesting the Study
to be carried out (December 2014).

Deprivation of liberty is a cross-cutting issue as it is
applicable to all DCI’s priority themes: justice for
children, violence against children, children on the
move and children affected by armed conflict.
Deprivation of liberty is, and has historically been,
DCI’s overarching area of expertise. DCI’s activities
range from contributing to the drafting of the UN
Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile
Justice (1985), the follow-up to the UNCRC's
General Comment No. 10 on Juvenile Justice
(2007), to the leading and coordination of the
campaign for the UN Global Study on Children
Deprived of Liberty (GSCDL), in addition to the direct
work DCI National Sections carry out for and with
children deprived of liberty across the globe.
After launching the call for a UN Global Study on
Children Deprived of Liberty in 2014 and co-chairing
the NGO Panel for the Study made up of 170 NGOs
for 5 years, the report of the Study was delivered to
UN General Assembly in October 2019 by the
Independent Expert Prof Manfred Nowak followed by
the official launch of the full study a month later in
November 2019 on the occasion of the 30th
Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child .

The final steps of the elaboration of the study in 2019
were dedicated to the final experts meeting where
representatives from the research groups, the NGO
Panel, and the UN Inter-Agency Task Force
attended three full days of discussion covering
each of the pillars of the Study.
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“We need to give visibility to the Global Study, show it
everywhere it can be shown, disseminate the
recommendations, and talk about it so as nobody can say
‘we did not know how we treat children”, said Benoit
Van Keirsbilck, Director of DCI-Belgium “we have
been harming children for many years and this has to stop”.

Knowledge Sharing

Disseminating the
Results of the Global
Study

After the official launches in New York and Geneva, regional
and national launches will be taking place throughout 2020.
DCI and the NGO Panel remain very committed to share the
important recommendations of the Global Study and, together
with relevant UN bodies and States, identify the most
appropriate follow up after the implementation of the good
practices included in the Study.

The work of the NGO Panel of 170 NGOs coled by DCI and Human Rights Watch will
now focus on how to best disseminate and
implement the findings of the study around the
world, including by ensuring that an effective
follow up mechanism is in place and that
data collection can continue in the future,
whilst also meaningfully creating a space
for children to express their views and
participate in decisions that concern them.

© DCI

"A very special thanks go to the co-conveners […], Defence for Children Intermnational, for their impactful
engagement and impressive coordination of the NGO Panel consisting of 170 NGOs worldwide and for being
essential advocates in this global endeavor"
Prof. Manfred Nowak, Independent Expert
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In 2019, DCI-Italy raised awareness on the feelings of children
deprived of liberty through a documentary where rap music is used
as a mean to convey the feelings of children deprived of liberty in
the juvenile detention centres of Turin and Bari, both in Italy.

Awareness Raising
Activities to promote
the Study in 2019
During the 40th, 41st and 42nd session of the United
Nations (UN) Human Rights Council’s (HRC),
DCI delivered statements on the behalf of the NGO Panel
for the Global Study on Children Deprived of
Liberty, participated in the plenary sessions and
organised side events, meetings with different
stakeholders and conducted advocacy. The NGO Panel
called on States to continue to contribute to and support
the development of the Study and its followup, and to implement its recommendations.

Screenshot from the Video of "Voices from the Inside", documentary
film produced by DCI Italy. 2019

the purpose is this documentary is to create the right
space and language to meet the children detained, in order
to really try to deeply understand what they need to tell to
the outside world” .
Pippo Costella, DCI-Italy

In 2019, Defence for Children International delivered
a statement highlighting the situation of children
with
disabilities deprived of liberty in institutions and the
need formore disaggregated data. On the annual fullday meeting on the rights of the child, the NGO
Panel organised a discussion focusing on empowering
children with disabilities for the enjoyment of
their human rights, including through inclusive
education.

© DCI-Greece

© The Global Campus of Human Rights, Venice, Italy

Direct Legal support

to children deprived of
liberty in Argentina

Through the Solidarity Assistance Program in integral health
and social legal orientation (SOJUS), DCI-Argentina provided
assistance and guidance to children deprived of liberty and
victims of institutional violence, with special attention to
situations of violation of the rights of girls and adolescents. In
partnership with Committee for the Defense of Health, Ethics
and Human Rights, the Ombudsman General Office of the
Province of Buenos Aires, and civil society organisations
defending children's rights belonging to the BICE Network,
nearly 40 cases have been handled by DCI-Argentina, via
various forms of assistance including psychological
assistance, referral and monitoring of victims in institutions,
legal advice and support to families.

Children in conflict with
the law in Morocco
The project of a Socio-Legal defence Center is part of
the regional program for child-friendly justice. DCIMorocco (Bayti) protect and rehabilitate boys and girls in
conflict with the law and victims of sexual violence or child
marriage.

Identified
in
the
streets
or
by
door-to-door
interventions, these children are referred to the juvenile
judge and the public prosecutor's office and accompany
them in hearings. From June to September 2019, DCIMorocco supported a total of 74 children and young people.
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© DCI: The Founder of DCI, Nigel Cantwell, during the celebration of the 40th
Anniversary Ceremony.

CHILD
PARTICIPATION
DCI's priority on child participation is underpinned by the United
Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC),
both Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) and
Article 13 (right of every child to express his or her views, also
in judicial and administrative proceedings) as well
as the Optional Protocol 3 to the Convention also known
as OPIC, which allows individual children to submit
complaints regarding specific violations of their rights
under the Convention and its Protocols. The Sustainable
Development Goals also call for responsive, inclusive,
participatory and representative decision-making at all
levels(under target 16.7).
The participation of children in all domains and
actions that affect them is one of the pillars of the DCI
Movement. Child participation means involving them
meaningfully in all matters that affect their rights, life and wellbeing. This applies not only in DCI activities, but in all matters
that are undertaken by local, national and international
authorities and institutions.

© Nidaa, 15-years-old from Lebannon. The painting symbolizes a child's right
to play and to live a childhood that hones his social, emotional and mental
skills.

Direct activities
The Child Rights Award 2019
In order to ensure the effective implementation of the UNCRC,
we chose to celebrate the 40 years of DCI and the 30 years of
the Convention together with children worldwide.
We
organised a Special Edition of the Children’s Rights Award, “Hear
my Story, know my rights” which gave children around the world
the platform to express themselves artistically through a variety
of media such as paintings, drawings, videos, poems, and songs.

© DCI / Children's Rights Award - Special Anniversary Edition
2019. The UN SRSG on Violence against Children, Dr Najat
Maalla M'jid, awarding the 1st Prize in both Categories A to
Saadia (left) and B to Emah (right).
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…I wanted to denounce this harmful practice
through art", said Emah. In the fight against
Female Genital Mutilation, she represents a
sometimes unpopular position. "Some people tried
to stop me from painting, in my country they say
that it is not very Important. For me, it is just a
way of expressing myself. I hope that one day people
will put an end to this practice (FGM) in
Mauritania”.
Emah, a 16-year-old girl won the competition with an
artwork representing FMG in Mauritania, a country where
66% of girls have undergone female genital mutilation,
although this harmful practice is officially prohibited by
national legislation.
The artworks of the winners at the national level were
presented to international jury made up of child rights
experts: Philip Jaffé, member of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child; Anne Grandjean, Human Rights
Specialist at UNICEF; Nigel Cantwell, Founder of DCI;
Christine Cornwell, member of DCI Advisory Committee,
and Alex Kamarotos, Executive Director of DCI. Hundreds
of children around the world submitted their artworks
and the first national winners by category (Category
A, any form of electronic creation, and Category B,
any form of crafts).

The Jury defined several criteria for the selection such as
originality, creativity, artistic value, relevance to DCI’s thematic
priorities and/or cross-cutting issues included in the contest. Two girls,
Saadia and Emah, respectively from Morocco and Mauritania, were
selected as winners and invited to participate to the celebrations of
the 40th anniversary of DCI and the 30th of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

Capacity Building
Young Reporters at the UN for
the 30th Anniversary of the
UNCRC
On November 20, 2019,
Cécile Pilot, Project and Capacity
Building Officer at DCI International secretariat, presented the
work of Defence for Children International on access to justice to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, to Young Reporters at the United Nations (UN in a
press conference organised by the Eduki Foundation and the UN
Information Services at the Palais des Nations. Teenagers had the
opportunity to discuss different issues related to children’s rights
with Cécile, and Audrey Rinaldi, Child rights specialist at the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR.).

© UN Photo/ François Vioud
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Girls Advocacy Alliance
and child participationat
theUnited Nations HighLevelPolitical Forum
(HLPF)
Every year, the United Nations Member States gather in
New York to discuss the progress of the Sustainable
Development Goals and a number of countries report on
their progress through a Voluntary National Review (VNR).
In Sierra Leone, Girls Advocacy Alliance country partners
selected Ayecha, a young advocate from DCI-Sierra Leone
to participate as a child speaker and deliver the civil society
statement during the Voluntary National Review of Sierra
Leone at HLPF in New York. Moreover, Liberia reported for
the first time this year on its compliance with the
Sustainable Development Goals and Liberia’s youth wrote
their own VNR report, calling on the state of Liberia to
deliver on its commitments to the Sustainable Development
Goals.
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International Advocacy
Promoting child participation
in on-line debates
The Voluntary National Review (VNR) usually discussed in New York
at the High-level Political Forum (HLPF), were the object of an on-line
debate in 2020. Due to the COVID pandemic, the meetings took
place entirely on-line from July 7-17, making the review even more
challenging. Miatta (16) from Liberia also participated, as one
of the six young girl human rights defenders of the Girls
Advocacy Alliance (GAA) who are part of the delegation engaging
in the various on-line sessions to champion girls’ rights.

© DCI International Secretariat, Level Up for Girls," event in The Hague, Netherlands.

When girls are raped they do not have a safe
space to turn to. Instead, they are forced
to remain in the same community as
the alleged perpetrators. The lack of safehomes, sexual and gender-based violence FastTrack Courts, as well as the lack of trained
nurse at sexual and gender-based violence
units in hospitals are some of the key
factors that deny girls from accessing justice.
This is coupled with the limited number of
female police officers and female public
defendants to hear the cases of rape victims.
Child marriages and female genital
mutilation/ cutting (FGM/C) are also a
major problem. Miatta, 16, Liberia.

Direct Activities
The Yemeni children parliament
Sections around the world involve children in the planning and
implementation of their projects, and support children’s parliaments and
youth ambassadors’ projects. One example is the Children’s Parliament
in Yemen, composed by 68 members (38 boys – 30 girls) which in 2019
organised the 5th and 6th session, together with 6 meetings between
the Children’s Parliaments’ members and the official bodies. In this way,
we hope children can im pact policies that are directly affecting them.

Direct Activities

GENDER
EQUALITY
Children’s rights defenders are increasingly recognised at
the UN level. In 2018, the UN Committee on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC) dedicated its Day of General Discussion
to Children as Human Rights Defenders while in March
2019, the UN Human Rights Council first recognised
children as human rights defenders and urged states to
guarantee children a safe environment when standing up
for their rights, followed by the July 2019 resolution in which
the UN Human Rights Council for the first-time mentioned
girls as human rights defenders. More broadly 2019
remained a year of girl activism inspired by the
environmental young activist Greta Thunberg as well the
Youth Activists Summit at the UN.

Awareness Raising

Capacity-building within the
Girls Advocacy Alliance
(GAA)
In the framework of the Girls Advocacy Alliance, the
international program for gender equality involving many DCI
sections, and jointly led by DCI-ECPAT Netherlands, Plan
International Netherlands and Terre des Hommes Netherlands,
an inclusive training for 20 young advocates coming from 10
countries was organised and co-facilitated by the Geneva
international programme team on the occasion of the Level Up
for Girls celebrations in the Hague. DCI-International
Secretariat was among the moderators who provided a childfriendly training in Amsterdam on international accountability
mechanisms. It also raised awareness on how children and
youth can be actively involved in the human rights mechanisms
in Geneva to promote girls’ rights and end impunity for genderbased violence (Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Universal Periodic Review, Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women) and New York (Sustainable
Development Goals process). Many girls came from vulnerable
backgrounds as the Girl Advocacy Alliance provides access to
information and tools without discrimination.
Each year, through this programme, 16,000 children and youth
benefited from training and capacity-building in their role of
youth advocates.

on Child Rights Defenders

The active engagement of young girls in the defence
of children’s rights has proven to be an indispensable
driving force for DCI work. Children have the right to
participate in discussions on all matters affecting them.
However, this is far from being a reality. Standing up for
children’s rights as a child is not necessarily easy. In some
countries the expression of women’s and girls’ views
and participation in these debates and decisionmaking processes are considered less important or even
excluded. It is especially the case for young women
often discriminated against for their age and gender.

© DCI International Secretariat, Level Up for Girls," event in The
Hague, Netherlands.
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Advocacy

Joint submission with the
GAA
DCI, as part of the Girls Advocacy Alliance
coalition participated in 2019 in two joint submissions:
•

In March 2019: the UN Human Rights Council first
recognised children as human rights defenders and
stated that states must guarantee children a safe
environment when standing up for their rights to fight
climate change.

• In July 2019: Open Call for Inputs regarding the Report
of the Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual
exploitation of children, including child prostitution, child
pornography and other child sexual abuse material.
This resolution stated the right of girls' to decide freely
over their own bodies, as well as the first reference ever
in a HRC resolution to "girl human rights defenders".
The same resolution also officially acknowledges that
the UN Working Group on Discrimination against
Women will now cover not only women but also girls in
its mandate.
© Palestine (MENA, Ahed, 17-year-old girl, with the drawing
“The
child
and
Freedom!”,
addresses gender and
deprivation of liberty.

Research and
Monitoring

On violence against
children for Special
Rapporteur on Sale of
Children
A joint submission was delivered to the Special Rapporteur
Maud De Boer-Buquicchio on behalf of the Girls Advocacy
Alliance (GAA The Secretariat worked on gaps on gender
dimensions of Sexual Exploitation of Children (SEC),
portrayal of girls as victims, root causes of SEC and
addressing demands, with humanitarian settings.

© Drawing from, Emah, 16 year-old girl from
Mauritania, with the drawing “A child deprived of his
right to play”.

Initiatives at the
national level
Prevention of sexual
exploitation in Costa Rica
DCI-Costa Rica worked on the Prevention of Commercial and
Sexual Exploitation by implementing a project in the Canton of
Aserrí. Through preventive work against risk factors linked to
the commercial sexual exploitation of children, DCI conducted a
participatory process of training and information with 150
adolescents from 7 different communities, a process of
empowerment of 60 mothers and capacity building of 60
officials from the institutions.

Empowering girl
survivors of conflict in
CAR
DCI-Central African Republic provides assistance to
pregnant girls and young women who are victims of
the armed conflict. In 2019, thanks to the support of
the French Embassy, DCI provided vocational training
and lifelong learning skills to 35 girls in information
technologies and 120 girls in sewing. In addition to
psychosocial support, DCI-CAR works to help the
victims of war and sexual abuse to recover from the
trauma by investing in their education and equipping
them for the future to access decent employment.

© DCI Ghana
© DCI Costa-Rica

Combating gender
stereotypes in Yemen

Promoting sexual and
reproductive health
and rights in Ghana

DCI-Yemen works with girls who have been internally
displaced due to the conflict and live in Darawan, Korabah and
Al Azrageen Camps. Supported by Save The Children and
funded by UNFPA, My Safety, Our Future: The Protection of
Women and Girls from Gender-based Violence (GBV) project
raised awareness and mobilised community to combat
negative norms, including child marriage, that perpetuate the
social acceptance of GBV. 126 girls and 81 women victims of
GBV benefited from medical support in Darawan district and
the DCI-Yemen radio campaign reached out to 31,400 women
and 125,600 men listeners.

DCI-Ghana through the Safe and Protective
Environment for Adolescent Development (SPREAD)
empowers girls and boys in selected areas to
increased their understanding of violence and harmful
practices that affect children especially girls. The
thematic focus is Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights. DCI-Ghana reached out to 25
community-based adolescent clubs, trained 75
community champions, 125 peer educators, 25 club
patrons and provided socio-legal services for 12
adolescents.

INDIPENDENT
AUDITOR'S
REPORT
The audited financial statements reflect only the accounts of
the International secretariat based under Swiss law. DCI National
sections have individual accounting and auditing systems according
to their National legislation.
The International Secretariat's accounts comply with the
Swiss accounting and reporting Recommendations (GAAP FER),
including FER 21, and Swiss law. According to the DCI Statutes, the
International Executive Council (IEC) approves the accounts for
each year in between the International General Assemblied, which
takes place every four years. A copy of our full external auditor's report,
"Wuarin &Chatton S.A.", can be requested from our financial
department.
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Adapting to the unexpected
DCI’s response to COVID-19
DCI teams around the world constantly analyse the rapidly
evolving situation and threats linked to the COVID-19 as well as
additional violations of children's rights related to the mitigation
measures taken by governments. At the beginning of the
pandemic outbreak, the International Secretariat of DCI
conducted a survey in the 38 countries where the Movement is
present. Based on the survey, DCI elaborated a report for
experts, practitioners, youth representatives, governments and
donors that aim at leveraging DCI first-hand experience to
support countries’ response to uphold children’s rights. As the
COVID-19 pandemic continues, children need more support than
ever.

© DCI-Lebanon

© DCI-Colombia

At DCI, we respect the privacy of the children we help –
as many are working towards a fresh start in life. So,
while their stories are true, names and images have
often been changed to protect them. Thank you for
understanding.

Defence for Children International
International Secretariat
1, Rue de Varembé
P.O. Box 88
CH-1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland
+41 (0)22 734 05 58
info@defenceforchildren.org

Join us :
defenceforchildren.org
Defence4Children
@DCIsecretariat
@DCIdirector
dciinternationalsecretariat

Scan the QR code or go to defenceforchildren.org/take-action-2/make-a-donation so that together we can support children to become actors for
justice and advocates for their rights.

