Children’s Rights Award: “Hear my Story, know my Rights”
Special Anniversary Edition 2019
Concept Note
Who are we?
Defence for Children International (DCI) is a leading child rights-focused grassroots Movement
founded in 1979, the first International Year of the Child. We promote and protect the human rights of
children at the local, national, regional and international levels across 5 continents. In 2019, we will be
celebrating 40 years of DCI’s active contribution to protecting and promoting the rights of children
worldwide. DCI’s work focuses on 4 thematic priorities namely Justice for Children, Violence Against
Children, Children on the Move and Children Affected by Conflicts. It also prioritizes 3 cross-cutting
issues which include children deprived of liberty, child participation and gender.

About the Children’s Rights Award
2019 marks the 30th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 40th of DCI. On
this occasion, we would like to celebrate with children!
The objective of the Children’s Rights Award 2019 is to foster children’s participation and to include
the whole DCI Movement in doing so. This edition calls upon the participation of all children between
ages of 12-17 years in all the countries in which DCI is present. This will also include the involvement
of National Sections who will be participating in the award in partnership with the DCI International
Secretariat in Geneva. Through this DCI Award process DCI aims to highlight how children’s rights
are perceived by those who are most directly concerned – children themselves. More than that, DCI
wishes to use the process at the National level to interact with children in their communities to
encourage a better understanding of their rights enshrined in UN Convention of the Rights of the
Child, more specifically the articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child on which DCI focuses
their work. Given that 2019 is also the 30th anniversary of this UN Convention, there will be also
celebrations at the National level, with which the Award may be associated. The objective is to include
as many children as possible through a wide participation of the DCI Movement worldwide in the
competition entitled:

Hear my Story, know my Rights.
Theme and Background
Child Rights from a Child’s Perspective
DCI's priority on child participation is underpinned by the Convention of the Rights of the Child, both
Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) and Article 13 (right of every child to 12 express his or
her views, also in judicial and administrative proceedings) as well as the Optional Protocol 3 to the
Convention, which allows individual children to submit complaints regarding specific violations of their
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rights under the Convention and the Protocols. The Sustainable Development Goals (target 16.7) also
call for responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels.
Additionally, Article 2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child calls for non-discrimination of any
kind and allows for the application of measures to ensure that children are protected from these
discriminations which may occur.
The 2019 edition of the Children’s Rights Award aims to provide a platform for children to express
their ideas, opinions, views, hopes and visions in regard to children’s rights. The two categories enable
both an illustrative and detailed outlook of what children’s rights mean from the perspective of a child.
There is broad range of issues and challenges that children face. For example, millions of children
worldwide are affected by violence which means that what one child may see as a right to them may
mean something completely different to another child in different country. As a grass-roots
organisation promoting the rights of children, it is important to acknowledge the different barriers
faced by children worldwide at voicing out their opinions whether due to language barriers or lack of
opportunities to do so. Moreover, this will attract a wider range of participation both in terms of
geographical diversity, eliminating potential language barriers and strengthening cooperation
between National Sections and the DCI International Secretariat in Geneva.

Scope
This competition will be open to children between the ages of 12 - 17 years old which will be split into
2 categories who reside in one of the countries where DCI is present:
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•

Category A: a piece of artwork including video-clips, songs, and any other form of
electronic creation.

•

Category B: a creation of a comics, pictures, posters or drawings of any form.

*See “Rules & Regulations” for specific delivery methods.
The two categories shall aim to express what child rights are to them. Participants have the freedom
to interpret this question as they wish however the piece must clearly present a link and has to be
apparent in order for judges to be able to provide an objective assessment.
Participants are also encouraged to link their submissions to one of DCI’s thematic priorities and crosscutting issues:
→
→
→
→
→
→
→

Justice for Children
Violence Against Children
Children on the Move
Children affected by Conflict
Children Deprived of Liberty
Gender
Child Participation
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Competition Format
This competition will be held in 2 rounds: A National Round and an International Round.
Round 1 - National
This round will be run by National Sections with support from the DCI International Secretariat and
Regional Desks (Vice-Presidents and eventual regional staff assigned to this project).
Each participating National Section will be responsible for:
• Advertising and promoting the competition and participation of children within their area.
• Associate other national activities and partners with this project (e.g. schools, other DCI
projects involving children of this age…)
• Forming a Jury composed of child right’s experts to evaluate the submissions received.
National Sections are also encouraged to include diversity and range of expertise in selecting
judges.
• DCI Sections can participate either in Category A, B or both.
• According to the Categories each Section participates in, the respective national Jury will
select one winner per Category.
• The national winners which will be then presented to the International Round and selection
process.
Each National Section should follow the common deadlines:
• A tentative confirmation to the International Secretariat of participation by National Sections
will be expected by Sunday, 31 March 2019.
• A final confirmation of participation, including an approximate number of submissions received
within each category by the National Section will be expected no later than Friday, 31 May
2019.
• The deadline for submissions to National Sections is Wednesday, 31 July 2019.
• National Sections will then have until no later than Friday, 16 August 2019 to send their
finalists works for each category to the DCI International Secretariat.1
Round 2 - International
This round will be run by the DCI International Secretariat, which is responsible for:
• Coordinating and receiving winning submissions from individual National Sections by Friday,
16 August 2019.
• Establishing an International Jury to evaluate the different submissions received from the
National Sections.
• The International Jury will select a first, second and third award-winner from each category by
Monday, 16 September 2019.

1

National Sections, according to their planning and internal deadlines, may chose an earlier deadline, but these
common deadlines should not be exceeded.
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Prize:
The first two winners of the International Round (the first winner of the Category A, and the first winner
of the Category B) will receive as a prize, the opportunity to come to Geneva (probably during the
week of the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,). During this week in Geneva.
The international community will organize several events regarding the 30th anniversary, in which DCI
will be able to participate. Therefore, the two winners will have the opportunity to attend to some of
these events according to their age. DCI will also publish in the DCI Website, and other relevant media
and publications, the winners and the best national participations.

Eligibility and conditions
Please refer to the Rules and Regulations.

Questions
Please send all queries to: award@defenceforchildren.org or call +41 22 734 05 58
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