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LOL1  But… we have rights? 

 

Such was the title of a day organised on 4 November 2017 in Longuenesse (Pas de Calais) by a 16-

year-old student with the support of the town and our association DCI-France2, to make the region's 

young people aware of their rights and inform them of certain places and points of contact in order 

to exercise them. 

 

On 20 November 2017, 27 years ago, France ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. YES, young people may be laughing out loud for a long time to come listening to us 

knowledgeably explain to them that they have rights established by international treaties which 

have greater legal force than our laws. 

 

Our former President, Jean-Pierre Rosenczveig, said: "The rights of the child are first of all a matter 

for adults"!  He was right:  the obligation to implement these rights is incumbent on adults, parents, 

teachers and childhood professionals, elected representatives and public institutions. It is their 

responsibility to change laws, policies, positions and practices towards children, to protect them 

while giving them the power to make an impact on both their personal life and life within the 

community. 

 

However, institutions and adults are currently failing to implement these rights in children's 

everyday lives (cf. box below) and Jean-Pierre Rosenczveig wonders whether the rights of the child 

are not just "a joke"3. 

 

So, will we leave young people to fall about laughing and ourselves, the adults, to lose our 

utopias and die of shame seeing our country falling short of the commitments made 27 years 

ago? At DCI we hope not: organising our national day in Alès in the Gard on Saturday 18 

November at the initiative of the newest departmental delegation DCI-Gard4 and in the presence of 

the Director of the Secretariat of our international movement, we have once again assessed the 

extent of the progress to be made and its urgency. However, we have also been able to appreciate 

the strength of commitment of the young people who attended this day to invest themselves in the 

defence of the rights of the child, drawing on their own expertise: students of the vocational school 

following social work courses, former unaccompanied foreign minors who are broadly committed, 

young members of a departmental association of people accommodated by child protection, they 

shared the reality of their experience and achievements with us. It is these people who restore our 

confidence and energy which is essential in order to continue campaigning and moving forward. 

Just like the initiative of our young friend in Pas de Calais, we were filled with hope. 

  

                                                           
1 For readers not familiar with the language of young people: LOL = Laugh(ing) Out Loud! 
2 DCI-France is the French section of the NGO Defence for children international 
3 Cf. JP Rosenczveig's blog: http://jprosen.blog.lemonde.fr 
4 DCI-Gard site: http://deigard.businesscatalyst.com/index.html 

http://jprosen.blog.lemonde.fr/
http://deigard.businesscatalyst.com/index.html
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We also see it at the AEDE (European Association of Teachers), the group Acts together for the 

rights of the child5, and we are convinced that adults and society will not make progress without 

moving forward WITH children and young people. This is why we have set up a network of 

children and young people to participate in the group's thought process. 

 

We, institutions and adults, must also be able to support this process of young people themselves 

promoting their rights.  It is not about shirking our responsibilities or imposing them too heavily 

on young people, but simply about respecting their commitment and being consistent with the 

vision that we have set out with the entire DCI international movement6: children who are free and 

able to exercise their rights to participate. This also requires, beyond the events that WE organise 

for THEM – under conditions that work for us and sometimes with captive audiences in order to 

reach the widest audience possible – knowing how to let ourselves be directed by young people 

who want to organise THEIR event to speak about THEIR rights.  We need to be able to work 

under their instruction even if their constraints do not correspond to ours and it costs us a little! 

The event in Longuenesse has shown that adults who are prepared to do this are rare. The young 

organiser was certainly very innovative and it gives us food for thought: he can be very proud of 

this. 

 

To avoid, for the foreseeable future, young people telling us: "LOL But… we have rights?", and in 

addition to the affirmation that the rights of the child are first of all a matter for adults, it is time to 

recognise that the rights of the child are also a matter for children: let them take charge 

themselves of promoting their rights!  Let us be directed and work under their instruction: 

this is also in the best interests of children! 

 

Sophie Graillat, President of DCI-France 

 

A brief summary of the gaps in implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 

France: Today in our country, children are regularly left on the street with their families by 115 

(the emergency shelter line), children in slums do not go to school and do not have access to decent 

living conditions or care, nearly 3 million children live below the poverty line, disabled children 

still have a hard time and those overseas suffer "on the fringes". Unaccompanied foreign minors are 

on their way to being excluded from child welfare of ordinary law to which they are entitled in 

accordance with the law; the number of children in prisons is growing and there is no sign of any 

political will to consider reform to the Order of 2 February 1945. France is not organising itself "in 

the best interests of its children" as it should: insufficient coordination of various public authorities 

around the child, no Ministry for children or youth, no dissemination of the Convention… We talk 

about working to combat poverty by targeting children and young people but is it only them who 

contribute to this work? Social workers can no longer cope with poor treatment due to a lack of 

resources or with the orders of their hierarchy and only wish to give children and their families 

access to their basic rights7. School does not sufficiently provide active civic education, the voice of 

children still struggles to be heard in courts and in many other places; the legislative ban on 

educational violence has failed and abuse in the institutions that are supposed to protect them is not 

given any consideration… the list is long! 

Cont. 

 

 

  

                                                           
5  https://collectif-aede.org/communique-presse 
6 https://defenceforchildren.org/ 
7 We hope that the new definition of social work of June 2017 in the French Family and Social Action Code, 

promoting access to basic rights such as the primary purpose of social work, helps this: now the workers need to be 

trained! 
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As for appeal bodies, both national and international, they fail to play their role in guaranteeing that 

all children's rights will be respected: children do not know that they can refer a matter to a children's 

judge, they have little knowledge of the Défenseur des droits (France's national ombudsman) and its 

assistant Défenseure des enfants (Children's ombudsman), and this institution, even warned of 

violations of basic rights of certain children, fails to actually influence the State to change damaging 

policies8. Regarding the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, its recommendations 

remain for many dead letters9, despite some progress and certain interest shown under the last 

presidential term in the monitoring process by this body of children's rights in France. 

                                                           
8 Cf. Report of the Défenseur des droits on the rights of the child 2017 
9 Cf. Observations of the Committee presented to France in February 2016 


