DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL

2014 – 2015 IN REVIEW

INTRODUCTION
Over the past two years, Defence for Children
International – the worldwide movement for children’s
rights, has continued to carry out important work
through its National Sections in more than 45 countries,
4 Regional Desks (Middle East and North Africa, Latin
America, Africa and Europe) and its International
Secretariat based in Geneva, Switzerland.
DCI’s National Sections around the world continued
to provide direct legal and social services to children
(approximately 100,000 per year), conduct research
and monitoring activities and lobby for the necessary
changes in domestic legislation and policies. DCI’s
Regional Desks have also demonstrated strong
progress in protecting and protecting children’s rights.
The International Secretariat’s campaign calling for a
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty was a
major success, culminating in a resolution adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly in December
2014, implementation of which is set to begin in 2016.
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VISION

45+ NATIONAL
SECTIONS

Children, as fully fledged human beings, must enjoy
and exercise their human rights – with dignity –
in a just and responsible society

& associated members

CHILDREN &
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CHILDREN

JUSTICE FOR
CHILDREN

CHILD
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CHILD
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CHILDREN ON
THE MOVE
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MAR
2014

CAMPAIGNING FOR A GLOBAL STUDY
ON CHILDREN DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY

DCI officially launches the campaign

MAY
2014

Call for a

JUN
2014

Global Study on

G S C D L Children Deprived of Liberty
CAMPAIGNING FOR A GLOBAL STUDY
ON CHILDREN DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY
•

•

The UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child formally requests the UN Secretary
General to carry out the Study

Over 90 supporting nongovernmental organizations: the
“NGO Panel”
Formal support from United Nations
entities and experts, including the
Committee on the Rights of the Child,
the SR on Torture and the SRSG on
Violence against children.

OCT
2014

DEC
2014

DCI organizes an Expert Consultation in
Geneva

DCI, together with Human Rights Watch,
organizes a high-level event in New York

The GSCDL is officially requested through the
Child Rights Resolution of the UN General
Assembly (Resolution 69/157 para. 51.d)

2015
DCI continuous advocacy and lobbying efforts to
strengthen support for the GSCDL

2016 TO
2017
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Expected implementation phase of the Global Study on
Children Deprived of Liberty

INTERACTING WITH HUMAN RIGHTS
MECHANISMS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

CONTRIBUTING TO KEY DOCUMENTS
OF THE UNITED NATIONS:

THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL (HRC)

14

side-events (co-)organized, including:
•

•
•
•

19

Violence against children
related goals and targets in the
Sustainable Development Agenda
@HRC30
Girls in detention @HRC29
Children’s rights besieged in the
Middle-East @HRC27
Strategies for reforms in juvenile
justice @HRC26

•

•

•

•

THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC
REVIEW (UPR)

DCI national sections submitted
stakeholders’ reports:
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•

Italy; Egypt; Mauritania; Belgium;
Sierra Leone

DCI national sections submitted
stakeholders’ reports:

oral and written statements delivered,
including:
The right of children to challenge
the lawfulness and arbitrariness of
their detention @HRC30
Sexual abuse and violence against
indigenous girls in Colombia @
HRC30
The excessive use of force
by Israeli authorities against
Palestinian children @HRC30 & @
HRC26
Girls’ right to education @HRC29

THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD (CRC):

•

•

•

DCI national sections submitted
stakeholders’ reports:
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•

Yemen; Jordan; Morocco;
Switzerland; The Netherlands;
Brazil

•

Basic Principles and Guidelines on
remedies and procedures on the right
of anyone deprived of their liberty to
bring proceedings before a court (A/
HRC/30/37), of the UN Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention. Specifically,
Principle 18: “Specific measures for
children”
Annual thematic report to the HRC
of the UN Special Rapporteur on
Torture and other cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment or punishment, on
“children deprived of their liberty” (A/
HRC/28/68)
Annual thematic report to the HRC
of the UN Special Rapporteur on the
independence of judges and lawyers,
on “protecting children’s rights in the
justice system” (A/HRC/29/26)
Resolution of the HRC on the protection
of the family (A/HRC/29/L.25)
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DCI IN ACTION:
INTERVENTIONS ON THE GROUND
DCI National Sections are the backbone of the Movement. Their actions in the field directly reach children and
communities. To have a better grasp of our activities, here is a non-exhaustive overview of interventions conducted by DCI
national sections worldwide:

Issue
Title
Impact

Justice for
Children

Monitoring detention
conditions
Colombia
• 6 detention
centres visited
• 90 incarcerated
adolescents
interviewed

Lending an ear to
children in contact or
in conflict with the law

Connecting children
and incarcerated
parents

Promoting childfriendly justice

Palestine
• 105 legal
consultations
• 81representations
before court
• 41 cases
dropped/closed

Costa Rica
• 71 incarcerated
parents & 121
children reached
through activities
on family links
and assertive
communications

Uganda
• 1,000+ people
(11 communities)
reached through
awareness raising
campaign
• 161 professionals
trained

Sierra Leone
• 1,464 (802 boys/
662 girls) directly
assisted
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Children’s rights
help desk: an ear for
children
The Netherlands
Children provided
with assistance
regarding
• Migration status:
697
• Sexual abuse: 54
• Children‘s rights:
326

“Know your rights”
campaign: children’s rights
in the Israeli military system
Palestine
• 4,549 children
reached

Abuse, Exploitation
& Violence Against
Children

Supporting & empowering
victims of abuse,
exploitation & violence
Costa Rica
• 43 victims of trafficking
assisted
Mauritania
• 159 victims of sexual
abuse assisted

Preventing violence
against children

Encouraging communitybased protection
mechanisms

Costa Rica
• 70,000+ members
of the public & 3,175
pupils (1,170 boys,
2,005 girls) reached
through awareness
raising campaigns
• 101 professionals
trained

Palestine
• 984 local actors
reached (incl.
children)

8

Children in
Street Situation

Child
Participation

Children &
Armed Conflict

Children on the
Move

Indigenous
Children

Services for the
homeless youth

Encouraging children’s
participation & presence
in the public space

Including children in the
national & international
agendas for peace

A helping hand for
refugee children

Making the indigenous
youth visible

Bolivia
• 16,079 (8,481 boys,
7,598 girls) children
receiving life skills
training

Colombia
• 2 colloquiums with
300+ children &
14 government
representatives
participating
• 1 Toolkit on child
protection & 1 video
made with children
sent to La Havana
Peace Talks

Lebanon
• 4,000+ Syrian
and Palestinian
refugee children
provided with basic
needs, education
and psycho-social
support

Colombia
• 30 public
“knowledge”
dialogues
• 10 meetings with
Government
representatives
• 1st National Forum
on Indigenous
Youth with 500+
participants

Burkina Faso
• 529 children
received
psychosocial
support
• 15 received legal
assistance
• 48 provided with
healthcare services
• 22 reunified with
their family
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INVOLVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL
AND REGIONAL PROJECTS*
*Non-exhaustive list

Middle East & North Africa:
Together for Justice
The Maa’n for Adala – Together for
Justice Project (running until the end of
2016) aims to strengthen the capacities
of DCI national sections and other
child rights civil society organisations
(CSOs) in the MENA region, in order to
promote the principles of child-friendly
justice. Through the reinforcement of
their capacities, DCI national sections
were better able to directly assist
children, advocate and lobby for the
promotion of child-friendly justice
principles but also conduct extensive
research and monitoring activities on
the situation of children’s rights in their
respective countries. In October 2015,
DCI-MENA published an “Overview
of the Child Rights Situation in 10
Arab Countries”. DCI-MENA also
increased its collaboration with the
League of Arab States, leading the
two parties to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding.
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RESILAND: Protecting Children
on the Move
From November 2013 to November
2015, DCI-Italy was a main partner
organisation in the project RESILAND,
which aimed at empowering children on
the move who are at risk of trafficking and
exploitation and at building the capacity
of child protection professionals. DCIItaly most notably organized a training
course for 30 participants from 18 EU
countries and contributed to the project
major outputs: a booklet “Orientations
for Professionals and Officials working
with Children on the Move”, an interactive
teaching experience “Resil‘s Story”,
and a video documentary on the
implementation of the project.

Reducing Violence against
Children
From May 2014 to June 2015, DCIECPAT Netherlands coordinated the
project “Reducing Violence against
Children”, which specifically focused on
sexual exploitation of children and child
sex tourism in 30 countries. More than
297,000 information materials were
disseminated, 27 online campaigns
were set up, 4,499 professionals of the
tourist industry were trained, and 84
referral protocols were established. Last
but not least, 7,723 children received
direct assistance, including socio-legal
services, medical and psychological
support, and life skills and vocational
training.

Latin America: Monitoring
Juvenile Justice Systems

Defence for Girls: Promoting the
Rights of Girls & Young Women
The Defence for Girls Project aims
at empowering girls in five African
countries (Ghana, Liberia and Sierra
Leone (DCI national sections),
and Ethiopia and Zambia (partner
organisations)) with the establishment
of Girls Clubs and Child Rights Clubs,
in which 57’000 girls and young women
participated in 2014. Moreover, 251
government officials and professionals
were trained on the specific issue of
protection from violence and 198
public authorities were reached through
awareness-raising and advocacy
campaigns.

Europe: Monitoring Children‘s
Rights Behind Bars
The project “Children’s rights behind
bars”, which involved DCI national
sections in Belgium, France, Italy and
the Netherlands, aimed to monitor
the implementation of international
juvenile justice standards in 14
European countries and to strengthen
the cooperation between EU member
states to ensure that the human rights of
children deprived of liberty are ensured
at all times. A Practical Guide to be used
as a blueprint document to monitor the
respect of children’s rights in places of
deprivation of liberty will be launched in
February 2016.

The Regional Juvenile Justice
Observatory (RJJO) is a DCI-Americas
program aiming to monitor the status of
the human rights of children deprived
of liberty. The Observatory reported
an astonishing total of 31,067 children
held in custody in 2014, with a slight
decrease observed in 2015 (27,417), in
the 8 countries under review. The high
rates of pre-trail detention showcase
the repressive and punitive tendencies
in juvenile justice systems within the
region. The prevalence of overcrowded
and/or non-child-friendly places of
detention leads to regular instances
of torture and other ill treatments, as
well as deaths of juvenile detainees.
In its 2015 monitoring report, the
Observatory particularly insisted on the
negative impact of drug policies on
juvenile justice systems.
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SUCCESS STORIES
*Alias names, in respect of the child’s right to privacy

Prison for a street fight?
DCI says no!
Nasim*, a 17 year-old boy, was arrested
by the police following a street
fight, accused of causing minimal
damage. He was later sentenced to
an imprisonment of 3 months. DCIPalestine lawyers immediately filed
a request to replace the deprivation
of liberty with a fine, insisting on the
impact that imprisonment would have
on the child’s right to education and
subsequent academic performance.
The court later ruled in accordance
with DCI lawyers’ plea and the child
was released upon payment of a
fine. Nasim’s story is just one of many
successful cases that DCI-Palestine has
dealt with.
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María: an indigenous girl with
big dreams
María* took part in DCI-Colombia’s
Daughters of the Sun project and was
given the opportunity to express her
indigenous cultural values through
photography. Following an exhibition
that featured her photographs, María
was awarded a chance to go to the
University of Bogotá. María is now
studying natural resources engineering,
and DCI-Colombia is providing her with
the necessary support to make sure that
her dreams come true.

Ghana: a step forward for girls
victims of violence
In the Ghanaian district of Obuasi,
most victims of violence and sexual
abuse could not afford the cost of a
medical examination to prove their
allegations. Therefore, the majority
of violence and sexual offenses
were neither reported nor effectively
investigated. Within its mandate under
the international “Girl Power” program,
DCI-Ghana actively and successfully
lobbied local authorities to offer free
medical examination to all alleged
victims of violence and sexual abuse.
DCI-Ghana now looks forward to
the effective implementation of the
new agreement and will continue
its lobbying efforts throughout the
country.

Jimena: a young girl fighting for
children’s rights in Bolivia
Jimena* is 16 years old. Her teachers
say that she is a silent leader dreaming
of a world with equal opportunities
between men and women. But more
than a dream, it is a cause that she is
fighting for. To make her voice heard
she decided to join Voces Juveniles
Coripateñas, a child participation
initiative supported by DCI-Bolivia. With
her “brigade”, Jimena is now promoting
the rights of children and raising
awareness on violence against children
in the municipality of Coripata. Jimena
has also become the representative
of Voces Juveniles Coripateñas in her
school’s student union.

Ebola, community healing &
reconciliation in Sierra Leone
Mammy Fatu’s* son died from Ebola
two days after returning to his native
village to receive traditional herbal
treatment. Within a few days, over fifty
community members became infected,
of which 95% died. Mammy Fatu* and
her family were chased from the village
and found refuge in a nearby care
centre. After hearing about the case,
DCI-Sierra Leone decided to integrate
it within its “Ebola community recovery
and healing plan”. DCI held several
meetings with community members and
local leaders, which eventually resulted
in the forgiving of Mammy Fatu and her
family by the Rosanda community. After
a healing and community reconciliation
ceremony, Mammy Fatu and her family
were allowed to return home.

ONLINE PRESENCE
Visit our new website:
www.defenceforchildren.org
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LATEST PUBLICATIONS

•

2015 Monitoring Report of the Regional
Juvenile Justice Observatory in Latin
America

•

Operation “Protective Edge”: a war
waged on Gaza’s children

•

Children’s rights behind bars in Europe

• Twelve: Children’s right to participation
and the juvenile justice system in
Europe
•

Child Rights in Arab Countries

•

Gender-based violence & the right to
education in Sierra Leone

•

Eradicating violence against children in
Costa Rica

•

Families constrained: an analysis of
the best interests of the child in family
migration policies
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