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What is General Comment no.10?

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), adopted in November 1989, outlines the civil, 
political, economic, social and cultural rights of children. The implementation of the Convention by its 
States Parties is monitored by a body of independent experts: the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  
The Committee regularly adopts ‘General Comments’ based on specific articles, provisions and themes 
of the Convention to assist the States Parties in fulfilling their obligations under the Convention1.  

In 2007 the Committee issued General Comment No.10, (GC 10)2 which elaborates on articles 37 and 40 
of the CRC pertaining to children’s rights in juvenile justice while also taking into account the general 
principles enshrined in articles 2, 3, 6 and 12 CRC, and all other relevant articles of the CRC, such as 
article 4 and 39 - and other relevant international standards on juvenile justice.

 The General Comment highlights shortcomings in the development and implementation of juvenile 
justice policies by States Parties, and provides guidance to States in developing comprehensive juvenile 
justice policies that comply with the CRC and relevant international standards.  

The General Comment explores several aspects of juvenile justice policy; the following seven areas are 
addressed in this series of fact sheets:

Prevention of juvenile delinquency• 

Diversion from judicial proceedings• 

Age of criminal responsibility• 

Why Do We neeD GC 10?

Although eighteen years have passed since the adoption of the Convention, the global progress made 
in terms of juvenile justice has been very uneven. Despite having ratified the CRC, not all States Parties 
have child-centered, specialised juvenile justice systems which are comprehensive, separate from adult 
criminal justice systems, and have rehabilitation and social reintegration as their primary aims. 

While there has been some improvement in recent years, the Committee’s concluding observations in 
reviewing States Parties continually reveal gaps in national juvenile justice legislation and implemen-
tation. It is clear that many States are having difficulties in translating their intentions into action, on 
issues such as diversion and providing alternatives to detention. 

1 Some examples of  other recent General Comments include: the rights of  children with disabilities (GC 9); and, the right of  the   
child to protection from corporal punishment (GC 8)
2 For more information on the Committee on the Rights of  the Child and its General Comments, please visit: http://www2.ohchr.
org/english/bodies/crc/ 
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Guarantee to a fair trial• 

Prohibition of the death penalty and life imprisonment • 
without parole

Deprivation of liberty• 
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What are the obJeCtives of GC 10?

To encourage States to implement a comprehensive policy on juvenile justice with emphasis on the • 
prevention of juvenile delinquency and with assistance from the Interagency Panel on Juvenile Jus-
tice (IPJJ);3 

To provide guidance and recommendations to States for the content of such a policy, which aims to • 
prevent juvenile delinquency, and implement alternative measures from judicial proceedings; and to 
aid in the interpretation of all provisions contained in articles 37 and 40 of the CRC;

To promote the integration in a national and comprehensive juvenile justice policy of other interna-• 
tional standards, in particular the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of 
Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules), the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived 
of their Liberty (Havana Rules), and the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile De-
linquency (The Riyadh Guidelines)

Why is folloW-up aCtion to GC 10 neeDeD?

By providing concrete recommendations and guidance, GC 10 has the potential to significantly improve 
the quality of national juvenile justice policies and facilitate appropriate methods of implementation. 
With this in mind, these fact sheets aim to highlight and explore seven key themes in the GC 10 with the 
goal of ensuring that GC 10 becomes widely known, understood and used by States Parties. 

3 The Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice (IPJJ) was established by Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution 1997/30 
to act as a coordination panel on technical advice and assistance in juvenile justice. The work of  the Panel is guided by the Convention on the 
Rights of  the Child, international standards and norms on juvenile justice and other relevant instruments. The IPJJ is comprised of  13 UN 
bodies and NGOs – see www.juvenilejusticepanel.org for further details
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This is one in a series of  7 Fact Sheets on the GC 10 which includes:

1)  General Comment No 10: Children’s Rights in Juvenile Justice
2)  Preventing Juvenile Delinquency
3)  Promoting Diversion
4)  Ensuring Appropriate Age Limits of  Criminal Responsibility
5)  Guaranteeing a Fair Trial
6)  Prohibiting the Death Penalty and Life Imprisonment
7)  Deprivation of  Liberty as a Last Resort

 www.dci-is.org 
www.kidsbehindbars.org 

www.juvenilejusticepanel.org
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/index.htm 


