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Thank you Mr. Chairman,
We thank all the panellists for their statements, and most notably Mr. Manfred Nowak for his
contribution on sexual violence against children in institutions, including in detention
facilities. Please allow us now to call your attention to this issue.
In police custody, detention centres and prisons, children may be sexually abused by adult
detainees, peers, police and prison staff. Overcrowding, inadequate staffing, lack of
separation from adults1 and other appalling yet common conditions of juvenile detention are
the factors that increase the chances of children being psychologically, physically and/or
sexually abused while in detention.
Mr Chairman,
We believe that any forms of sexual violence against a child detainee are ill-treatment. In this
regard, international human rights jurisprudence clearly establishes that rape in detention
constitutes torture2.
Echoing the concerns raised in the UN Study on Violence Against Children regarding
impunity for such acts, we recall that perpetrators are rarely prosecuted and sentenced3.
Finally, convinced that this practice is likely to be more widespread than what is commonly
reported4 and that prevention measures are less expensive than the high costs incurred from
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long-term effects caused by sexual assault5, we wish to present the following
recommendations to Member States and observers of the HRC:
1. Collect and share disaggregated data and information concerning instances of all forms of
sexual violence in all places where children are deprived of their liberty.
2. Implement the recommendations of the UN Study on Violence against Children relating
to violence in “justice institutions”, and in particular take special measures on :
- alternatives to detention;
- quality and trained staffing;
- access to effective complaints and investigation mechanisms;
- prosecuting perpetrators; and
- effective and independent access and monitoring of places where children are detained.
3. Invite relevant UN agencies to carry out a study on the scope, causes and consequences of
sexual abuse of detained children and develop recommendations.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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