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Geneva, 25 October 2013 

 

Defence for Children International 

Position Statement on 

Situation of Indigenous Girls in Colombia 

 

Defence for Children International (DCI) calls attention to the situation of indigenous girls in Colombia, specifically 

inhabitants of urban areas, drawing from information in a DCI Colombia report.
1
 The report’s evidence reflects the 

reality for girls in the municipality of Mitú, and also the daily lives of the majority of indigenous minorities in 

Colombia.  

The arrival of immigrants to the territories of Mitú has prompted a developing lack of respect for the human rights of 

indigenous peoples, especially girls. These immigrants face a loss of identity, accompanied by psychological 

consequences. Feelings of difference towards them are intensified by the stigmatization of those who have different 

culture and language. With no source of psychological aid, these children sometimes move towards drug and alcohol 

abuse, and in some cases, suicide. 

Moreover, these indigenous girls encounter dire health conditions, due to a lack of healthcare information, 

especially on HIV/AIDS. The number of pregnant youth is higher amongst indigenous girls, and is constantly rising, 

reinforcing the stigma that these young women are the only ones responsible for their conditions. 

Education represents yet another challenge for these girls: in effect, access to education is greatly restricted in these 

territories, caused by a lack of infrastructure and economic resources. Additionally, the girls able to receive 

education are victims of discrimination in the schools, partly from the teachers who ignore their culture, and also 

from their male classmates. This discrimination within the educational system negatively impacts learning conditions 

of the indigenous girls. 

These girls also frequently suffer from maltreatment and abuses, principally violence from their fathers, often under 

the abuse of alcohol; they also suffer from abuse by their peers, including sexual violence. Such acts create an 

atmosphere of insecurity for these girls, who live in constant fear and do not dare to express themselves. 

 

                                                           
1
 Original source: « Las hijas del sol en tierras de jaguars. Aproximación a la situación de la mujer, la familia y la niñez en el 

municipio de Mitú-Vaupés », 2012. 
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In view of the aforementioned issues, DCI is preoccupied with the situation of indigenous girls in Colombia, and 

encourages the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women to: 

• Conduct sociocultural studies of indigenous populations of Colombia who live in urban environments in 

order to establish more precise statistics, with the goal of understanding the lives of these children and to 

ultimately better respond to their needs. 

• Pressure the local authorities to respect the human rights of indigenous girls and convert this theme into a 

priority of the public agenda, with the goal of implementing programs of integration and practices non-

discrimination to the indigenous communities. 

The situation of the indigenous Colombian girls clearly goes against the articles of the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (CRC), which Colombia has ratified. Specifically, the following articles continue to be clearly 

violated: the right to enjoy the specific rights of children, regardless of discrimination of any kind (article 2); the 

inherent right to life (article 6); the right to protection from all forms of violence (article 19); the right to the highest 

attainable standard of health (article 24); The right to education (article 28 and 29); The right to protection against 

sexual violence (article 34). 

Consequently, DCI urges the Colombian government to adopt the following recommendations for the indigenous 

girls: 

• Establish a plan and implement a monitoring system for cases of violence committed against the girls and 

establish awareness activities that spread awareness of gender violence; 

• Facilitate access to health services and guarantee that the youth receive appropriate information regarding 

diseases and risks of youth pregnancies; 

• Guarantee education and combat discrimination in the school, through education campaigns for students 

and teachers, familiarising them with the language and culture of the indigenous societies, giving more 

respect and space to the beliefs of the young girls. 

• Consolidate the information system to a new level with the goal of education the population, in particular 

regarding the problems based on gender and the affiliation with an ethnic group. 

With the goal of impacting profound change and finding a lasting solution that will put an end to the injustices that 

the indigenous Colombian girls live through, DCI emphasizes that it is fundamental that initiatives are taken, with 

free and informed participation of the girls so that their advocates can realistically respond to their expectations and 

needs. 

DCI thanks the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women for its efforts to promote human rights, and 

would be proud to enable collaboration with regards to improving the living conditions of the indigenous youth of 

Colombia. 


